


Reagan: Soviet trip is conditional 


WASHINGTON' (AP) ~ Picsjdait Ronald R fa gag said Wed- 
aesdaybe will not {ravel to Moscow for a 1987 waumt if be and 
Soviet lea der Mihail Gorbachev cannot work out an 
date for a meeting fa the United Sates hner this year. Mr. Reagan 
>aii Soviet -and American officials ate d&mrag dates for tbs 
jeai'ssucHfiii.bmw agreemeal has been reached. The (Joked 
States has proposed a netting in June; the Soviets have countered 
with September. Mr. Reagan said Wednesday: “We’ve explained 
wc can't hove it in September** because that would foil too dose to 
cot^rcsxjnal elections in November. "Tve got news for them,” 
foe president was quoted as idling a group of reporter s at the 
White House. If Mr. Gorbachev refuses to go along with a U.S. 
timetable for this year, Mr. Reagan said: "There won't be any ’87 
summit in Moscow:' 
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Prface Hassan visits 
military school 


lova’s 

^nfiscated 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
HighacssOown Prince Hassan on 
Wednesday called at the Martyr 
Abdullah fbo Al Fiussem Mifits 

School for infantry and met w 

i ts officers and tioops. Prince Has- 
san *a$ briefed an die training 
programme* at the school and 
JateMoured the different sections 
et foe school. He also watched a 
field: training .exercise in which 
par a t roo pers took part. 
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Egypt, Israel 
condnue talks 


'onfirrns 
DS case 


CAIRO (R) — Senior Egyptian 
and. Israeli negotiators resumed 
ta&s-pa Wednesday cm terms of 
aiblnatina of their depute over 
the Sbmcoastal enclave of Taba 
and QOtngiiovmg relations m gen- 
eral! At the end of a first session 
cm Tuesday in Cairo’s Al faiam 
Hotel foe delegations split into 
two committees. One was foe- 
oxsing on the depute over Tabs, 
held by Israel and claimed by 
Egypt, and ihe wording of the 
question to be put to arbitrators. 
Israel agreed in January to go to 
arbitratxm. The other was con- 
sidering bow &> boost tourism, 
media. links and cooperation hi 
agriculture and industry which 
have failed to develop since tile 
1979 Iscadi-Egyptian treaty. 
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10 coup plotters 
executed in Lagos 


LAGOS (R)y- Ten Nigerian nfl- 
itary officers convfcled of iov- 
olvemeni ih-aeonp-pk# last Dd- 

squad official 

spokesman raid- A rmfitihy tri- 
bunal -sentenced 23:Officess^.inc- 
hiding forna^ MBnster General 
Mamman Vatsa, to death on Feb. 
25 for theirpartin the plot to top- 
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Shara’a optimistic 
over hostages 
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LONDON (AP) — Syria is opt- 
imistic that foreign hostages will 
be released from captivity m Leb- 
anon and wants them to be freed 
safe and well Foreign Minister 
Faxouk Al Shara’a said Wed- 
nesday. Mr. Shara’a, however, 
save no immediate hope for the' 
freedom of at least 12 foreigners 
held in Lebanon, some for more 
than a year. The Syrian foreign 
minister, in Britain on an official 
visit, was asked at a news con- 
ference about the hostages^ since 
Syria is believed to have some inf- 
luence cm guerrilla groups in Leb- 
anon" We have done all we could 
to secure their release, but unf- 
ortunately we were unable to ach- 
ieve that objective so far,” Mr. 
Sbara’a replied. "But we are still 
optimistic-.," 


Isra elis killed 
detainee, DFLP says 


BEIRUT (AP) — The Dem- 
ocratic Front for the Librarian of 
Palestine (DFLP) said on Wed- 
nesday that Israel killed doe of its 
members who was captured in a 
weekend infiltration attempt. A 
communique issued, in Be hut by 
the Damascus-based 'DFLP said 
the commando was one of three 
Palestinians who mfiUrated across 
the Lebanese border. Israel said 
Saturday two commandos were 
killed in tire incident bat made no 
mention of a third- 


boP 


fcifSc* 


to 


lea ve 


* 


* # 
- A ^j *y 

& 




n-‘ :y T W iV 

<&r4 

■ *•’ 'ill “< 


Srf>» -pi 


INSIDE 


Reagan delays request 
for Saucfi arms sales, 

page 2 

* Jerusalem Electricity 
sit- 


in. 


Is worid economy on the 


verge ofcoBapse? page 4 
New -treaty to save old 


fax, page 5 
Two spectators die at 
opening ci Portuguese 
- Rally ,page 6 
* GCC. ofl ministers to 
. meet oo Saturday to coo- 
rdmate moves, page 7 
*■ Aquino frees Com- 
mozust leaders, Me 8 


Iraq secures 


Fao airspace 


GCC defence chiefs study joint stand; 
Kuwait issues shoot-on-sight order 


FAO PENINSULA, Iraq (R) — Iraq said on 
Wednesday it controlled the air space over 
Fao, a disused oil terminal at the head of 
the Girif occupied by Iran in a major cross- 
border offensive nearly a month ago. 


The head at foe Iraqi army’s 
political department, Abdul Jab- 
ber Mohsen, told reporters that 
Iranian defences around Fao inc- 
luded a group of earthen emb- 
ankments, morrars, heavy 
machine-guns and some tanks. 

A three-pronged advance on 
Fao, aimed at pushing the Iranians 
back across the Shirt Al Arab 
waterway, has been held up by 
heavy mud and, at times, by bad 
weamer. 

But Mr. Mohsen said: "We 
have artillery superiority and fully 
control tile air space with jets and 
helicopter gunshjps." He was spe- 
at an army headquarters 
south of Iraq’s mam southern city 
of Basra. 

He said the spearhead of the 
x thrust was now between 
_ f kilo metres and 10 kil- 
pmetres from Fao and advancing . 
slowly oq the Al Mamhfofl salt 
beds, about five kilometres north 
of the port, to prepare for a final 
attack. 

Last Thursday, Iraqi 
Lieutenant-General ^JLa'adi 
Ta’ama Al Jfoouri, the Seventh 
Corps commander, told Reuters 
bis men were within 10 kilometres 


of Fao at some points. 

Mr. Mohsen said Iraqi war- 
planes had flown more than 
10.000 missions over Iranian pos- 
itions at Fao and other sectors of 
the Gulf war’s southern front. 

He said Iran, which opened the 
offensive on Feb. 9. still held an 
area of about 90 square kil- 
ometres on the Fao Peninsula. 

On Iran’s later thrust into Iraqi 
mountains on the northern front, 
Mr. Mohsen said it was limited 
operation and that the Iranians 
occupied some heights east of foe 
provincial capital of Sul- 
aymaniyeb. 

He said most of the heights were 
retaken by Iraq and that Iran had 
lost 850 men in what he called a 
'’propaganda operation." 

On foe southern front, rep- 
orters were taken in army jeeps on 
a _ 102-k2 ornette road l^ding to 
Fao . They saw' fieiivy artillery and 
rocket launchers pounding Ira- 
nian positions and the military 
trappings necessary for an assault. 

Movement of vehicles was lim- 
ited to the asphalt road because of 
mud eithrir side. 

Iraq said earlier on Wednesday 
its planes had attacked a key Ira- 


nian oil complex in the northern 
Gulf and a military camp on the 
southern ground front. 

A military spokesman, quoted 
by the Iraqi News Agency (INA), 
said the warplanes also destroyed 
five Iranian boats in the northern 
Gulf off Iran. He did not identify 
foe vessels. 


The spokesman said ofl ins- 
tallations at Ganaveh, on the mai- 
nland northeast of Iran's main 
export terminal at Kharg Island, 
were set ablaze at 1Q-2S am. 
(0725 GMT) on Wednesday. 

He said the planes destroyed 
installations and a weapons’ depot 
at a military camp in foe border 
town of Hoseyneyeh, about 65 
kilometres northeast of Basra, 
Iraq's second city after Baghdad. 

An Egyptian weekly said Wed- 
nesday an Egyptian military team 
has flown to Baghdad to supervise 
the airlift of Egyptian weapons to 


Iraq, 

The Cairo opposition weekly Al 
Shaab. organ of the Labour Soc- 


ialistParty . said Egypt has stepped 


up its supply of arms and other 
military haFdwai 


military hardware to Iraq since 
Iran’s new offensives began last 
month. 

Egypt has repeatedly denied it 
has any troops or military advisers 
in Iraq, but an Iraqi official said 
last year that Egyptian volunteers 
were fighting alongside Iraqi tro- 
ops against Iran. 


(ConthxHcd on page 3) 


Police get sketch of Palme killer 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — 
Swedish police were reported on 
Wednesday to have a sketch of the 


killer of Prime Minister Olof 
Palme, drawn by a woman artist 
who may have been the only wit- 
ness to see the slayer’s face and 
West German experts were to join 
efforts to identify the assas s in . 

Police said the suspected a pro- 
fessional killer was involved mid 
said it was possible he was in radio 
contact witt a waiting accomplice. 

The artist who may have seen 
the killer has sketched her imp- 
ressaans of the man , and West 
German experts are to help com- 
pile an “identikit" picture from 
her drawings. 

The possible breakthrough in 
the investigation into Mr. Palme’s 
shooting came when foe 22- 
year-otd portrait painter reported 
seeing a man fitting the ldUer’s 
description run past bear soon after 
the murder. 

Police said the woman had a 
clear view of the man's face as he 
passed under a streetlight and had 
produced several "very int- 
eresting" sketches. 

West German police in Wie- 
sbaden told Reuters they were 


sending one or two technical exp- 
erts to Stockholm to examine the 
sketches. 

Swedish police said on Tuesday 
■foe killer was probably a pro- 
fessional gangster of foe type 
hired to murder by “terrorist gro- 
ups aid others." 

They said the assassin escaped 
with the aid of at least one acc- 
i after the shootmg in cen- 
Stockbolm last Friday night. 

Officials said Wednesday police 
were mounting a vast security 
operation to protect dozens of 
world leaders who are expected to 
attend the funeral of Mr. Palme oo 
March 15. 

The secretary of foe rating Soc- 
ial Democratic Party, Bo Tor- 
esson, told a news conference the 
guests were- expected to include 
UN. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar and American 
Vice-President George Bush 
along with foe prime ministers of 
India, Italy, Zimbabwe and Spain. 

"Tire security operation is going 
to be extremely exhaustive,” Mr. 
Tonesson said. 

' Stockholm’s city hall has been' 
chosen for the rivil funeral cer- 
emony partly because it will be 


easy to seal off. 

Mr. Toresson said Mr. Palme 
had once expressed a wish for a 
civil ceremony in line with Social 
Democratic Party tradition. 

Asked why the funeral would be 
held so long after Mr. Palme's 
death. Mr. Toresson said it was the 
family’s wish that the question of 
his successor should be resolved 
beforehand. 

Acting Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson, already nominated Soc- 
ial Democratic Party leader, is due 
to be confirmed as prime minister 
by partiament on March 12. 

A West German federal police 
spokesman said foe Wiesbaden 
office wasgiving Sweden technical 
help on identikit systems to help 
identify Mr. Palme’s assassin. He 
said investigations so far had not 
revealed any link between the 
murder and West German gue- 
rrillas. 

Sweden has already sent West 
Germany pictures of the two bul- 
lets fired at Mr. Palme and bis wife 
Lisbct soon after they left a cin- 
ema. 


ftthne murder may spell end of 
hmoceot age for Sweden, page 4 


8 NATO 


soldiers 


buried by 
avalanche 


OSLO* (R) — Eight Norwegian 
soldiers takmg part in a NATO 
military exercise in northern Nor- 
way were buried on Wednesday in 
as avalanche, a NATO spo- 
kesman said. 

Earlier the Norwegian news 
jency reported 30 soldiers had 
been buried. 

Lieutenant Colonel Gunnar 
MjeH told Reuters a 100-man res- 
cue party and 11 heBoopters were 
searching the area at Vassdakn, 
near the northern port of Narvik. 

He said foe avalanche occurred 
about 1300 GMT on Wednesday, 


30-man wmcany participating 
in the ^Andx>r Express” exercise, 
NATO’s largest military man- 
oeuvres of foe year, . 

The avalanche happened as one 
of the heaviest storms to hit nor- 
thern Norway battered NATO 


Anchor Express exercise. 


New fighting erupts 


in northern Chad 


N’DJAMENA (Agendes) — Ftg- 
bting between Libyan-backed 
rebels and government forces fla- 
red again on Wednesday in foe 
northeast Oura Chalouba-Kalait 
Region, government military sou-' 
roes said. 

The sources, speaking to AP on 
condition of anonymity, said reb- 
els and loyalists dashed in early 
afternoon about 18 kilometres 
from KaJait on the road to JFbda, a 
rebel stronghold. 

The Chad embassy in Paris and 
the French Defence Mmistry con- 
firmed the renewed fighting. 

A Ftesch Defence Ministry 
spokesman, quoting Chadian gov- 
ernment officials, said Chad had 
reported the fighting after a drive 
by the rebels of Goukouni Otte- 
ddeitowaitlsOumQiaJouba.The 
government forces had the sit- 
uation under control, the spo- 
kesman added. 

A rebel forces spokesman in 
Paris confirmed the renewed fig- 
hting but said the rebels were new 
in control of both I&dmtfand Oum 
Ch&fouba. 


The latest fighting fallows' a 
two-week lull after France sent 
some 900 men and airforce planes 
to its former African colony fol- 
lowing an q>peal for help % the 
government of President Hjssene 
Habre in N’d jamena. 

The French troops, which Paris 
insiste are m Chad purely as a det- 
errent, were sent in after an attack 
an N’djamena airport an Feb..l7, 
for which Paris sajdlibya was res- 
ponsible. Tripoli said the raid was 
carried out by the northern-based 
rebels. 

On Fteb. 16, France sent Jaguar 
bombers and Mirage jets to attack 
what it termed a key rebel airbase 
at Ouaddi Down and said it had 
destroyed the Lfoyao-buflt air- 
strip. 

Tripoli Radio accused France of 
attackfog a civffiao airport used to 
transport food and medical sup- 
to famine victims in northern 


This week France announced it 
was installing a radar system in 
northern Chad to provide better 
protection for N’djamena airport 


King visits Iraq, meets president 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned to Amman 
on Wednesday evening at the end 
of a brief visit to Baghdad where 
he met with President Saddam 
Hussein and other Iraqi leaders. 

During the visit, which lasted 
several hours, the King held a do- 
sed meeting with President Hus- 
sem and then an enlarged meeting 
attended by aides on both sides. 
President Hussein informed foe 
King on foe situation at foe bat- 
tle!: rant in the north and south and 
«mid that Iraqi forces were con- 
tinuing to crush the invading Ira- 
nian forces. 

Both leaders also reviewed 
Arab affairs. The meeting was att- 
ended by Prime Minister Zaid Al 
Rifat, Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Odeb, Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ibn Zaid and Gen. Sharif 


Ibn Shaker, commander- 
in-chief of foe Jordanian Armed 
Forces. On foe Iraqi side it was 
attended by Fust Deputy Prime 
Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan 
and Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. 

Upon returning to Amman 
King Hussein sent a cable to Pre- 
sident Hussein in which he said 
that be was certain that the Iraqi 
people and armed forces wfll come 
out victorious against foe enemy. 
The battle, which foe Iraqi forces 
are waging in defending the hom- 
eland. will be soon crowned with 
victory, the King said. 

‘"The government and people of 
Jordan share with me my pride in 
your heroic struggle and app- 
reciation of your efforts to defend 
the homeland against Iranian 
aggression,” the King's cable to 
President Hussein said. 



His Majesty King Hussein confers with Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein daring a brief visit be made to Baghdad on Wednesday (Petra 
photo} 


Shultz: 

U.S. should 
not stop 
efforts for 


peace m 
Mideast 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — US. 
Secretary of State George Shultz, 
testifying before a House of Rep- 
resentatives panel on Tuesday, 
said foe VS. should not stop fry- 
ing to work for peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Mr. Shultz also told the House 
of Repjesentatives_,AfiP" 

roprlations "Subcommittee for 
Foreign Operations that the Pal- 
estinians must have a role in foe 
peace process. 

In response to questions about 
the recent announcement by King 
Hussein that Jordan was ter- 
minating political coordination 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leadership, 
Mr. Shultz underscored the need 
to involve Palestinians in foe Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

■ "The question always is what 
Palestinians,” he said. “The mam 
thing we want in anyone who sits 
down at a peace table is that they 
are ready to make peace, and that 
therefore, they renounce vio- 
lence," Mr. Shultz said. It is also 
essential that they accept the fact 
that Israel exists and is there to 
stay, he said. 

’ He said foe United States has 
"struggled with King Hussein and 
with foe government of Israel... to 
find a Palestinian representation 
that would have the kind of leg- 
itimacy and support of the Pal- 
estinian community so that they 
would be seen as real rep- 
resentatives...” 

"Our objective has always been 
very simple and dear-cut.” Mr. 
Shultz said. "We wanted to see 
emerge from whatever process a 
direct negotiation between Israel, 
and, in this case, Jordan with leg- 
itimate and acceptable Pal- 
estinian representation. That has 
been Cite objective that has guided 
everything that we have done.” 

To facilitate Jordan's task, Mr. 
Shultz said, "we said at one point 
that if there were an invitation to 
the PLO to a conference, we 
would not interpose an objection 
to the invitation He emphasised 
that his remarks did not “imply 
activities beyond the receipt by 
somebody of an invitation.” 

He described as "long and ard- 
uous and creative” King Hussein's 
effort to get foe leaders of foe 
PLO and Chairman Yasser Arafat 
in particular to accept United Nat- 


ions Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338, 


to accept Israel and 
be ready to negotiate with Israel, 
-and to renounce violence. 

"There were times when the 
King was quite optimistic that that 
mi g ht be done,” the secretary told 
the subcommittee. "The leaders 
of the PLO were given every opp- 
ortunity. People bent over bac- 
kward u see how this process 
could be moved forward. And in 
foe end, the PLO leadership 
•would not move.I think if sa great 
mistake and a tragedy on their 
part.” 

In summing up, Mr . Shultz said: 
"Even though the difficulties are 
great and foe probabilities are 
never in your favour, we should 
never stop trying to woric for 
East.* 


peace m 

Senator urges VS. not to give up 
ou Mkkasri ’Titles are fot^ierfor 
Mkieast-peace,’ page 2 


Car blast, battles kill 4 in Sidon... 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
A car bomb blast and a gun battle 
between militias rocked this sou- 
thern port on Wednesday, kflKng 
at least four people, security sou- 
rces said. 

A saloon car laden with 60 kil- 
ogrammes of dynamite exploded 
prematurely in a mam Sidon str- 
eet, lulling its driver and a woman 
passenger, the sources, quoted by 
Reuter, said. Three passersby 
were injured, one of them ser- 
iously. 

Witnesses told Reuter the blast 
wrecked six cars and damaged 
nearby buildings. The real target 
of the attack was not known and 
no group claimed responsibility. 

An hour- long gunbatde flared 
shortly after foe explosion bet- 
ween military police of the mostly 
Sunni ' "Popular Liberation 
Army” (PL A) and Shi’ite AmaJ 
militiamen in eastern Sidon. 

Two people were killed and 


four hurt as machinegun fire and 
blasts from rocket-propelled gre- 
nades sent panic-stricken civilians 
scunying for cover. Reuter said. 

The fighting was the first bet- 
ween Amal and foe PLA, which 
has controlled Sidon since Israeli 
troops ended a three-year occ- 
upation last June. 

Witnesses quoted by AP said 
foe dash erupted after PLA mil- 
itia men wounded an Amal gun- 
man as they shot in the air to clear 
a path through traffic for amb- 
ulances ferrying bombing cas- 
ualties to hospital. 

However, local sources said 
tension had risen recently and 
Sidon ignored a strike call from 
Amal leader Nabih Beni on Tue- 
sday to mark foe* first anniversary 
.of a bomb explosion that killed 
two Amal guerrilla leaders in the 
south. 

Amal is foe strongest force in 
most of foe south, but its power in 


Sidon is limited to the Shfite sub- 
urb of Harer Sidon. 

PLA leader Mustafa Saad held 
emergency talks with Amal off- 
icials to halt Wednesday’s battle. 
An Amal statement later des- 
cribed it as an isolated incident 
and expressed “cohesion and fra- 
ternity” with foe PLA. 

Violence in Sidon coincided 
with escalating hostilities in and 
around Beirut between mil- 
itiamefa and soldiers loyal to Pre- 
sident Amur Gemayel and his 
Syrian-backed leftist opponents. 

Police said three people were 
killed and 19 wounded in tank, 
artillery and rocket duels around 
the army-held mountain top gar- 
rison of Souq AJ Gharb, 12 kil- 
ometres southeast of Beirut. 

Among foe casualties were two 
soldiers Tdl led and five wounded. 
The rest were civilians and Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party mil- 
itiamen. 


...as militia leaders meet in Syria 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria's allies in Lebanon opened 
talks tin Wednesday armed at ave- 
rting militia violence in west Bei- 
rut and consolidating opposition 
to Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel. 

Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) leader Walid Junblatt and 
ShTite Amal militia leader Nabih 
Beni met Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam. main 
architect of a peace pact which 
they signed in December with 
former rightist militia chief Elie 
Hobeflca. 

Mr. Bern told reporters that an 
enlarged meeting with Mr. Kha- 
ddam, to include leaders of parties 
forming Lebanon’s "National 
Unity Front," was also expected 
to be held. 

Sources quoted by Reuter said 
Mr. Beni, Mr. Junblatt and Mr. 
Hobeika were expected to meet 
privately either before or after the 


meeting. 

The radical ShTite HizboDah 
(Party of God), which rejects any 
compromise with the Christians 
and is jostling to expand its power 
in west Beirut, is absent from foe 
Damascus talks. 


Syria’s allies urged Mr. Gem- 
ayel to resign after he refused to 


endorse foe peace accord, des- 
igned to end Lebanon’s 11 -year 
civil war by trimming powers of 
foe Christian-held presidency and 
giving the Muslim majority more 
say in government. 

But they have failed to bring 
effective military or political pre- 
ssure on the 44-year-old Maronite 
leader, while recent friction bet- 
ween Hizbollah and leftist militias 
has raised fears of a violent sho- 
wdown in west Beirut 

The Damascus talks coincide 
with a fresh peace search launched 
by the Vatican. 

During a meeting with the Pope 


in Rome last month Mr. Gemayel 
was reported to have asked for 

help to resolve the crisis and repair 
strained ties with Syria. 

Papal Nuncio Luciano Ang- 
ekmi on Tuesday visited former 
President Suleiman Franjieh, one 
of Syria’s staunchest Maronite all- 
ies. 


Mr. Beni told reporters in 
Damascus after the three-hour 
session with Mr. Khaddam that 
"an important political statement 
will be released” at the end of the 
deliberations of foe “National 
Unity Front." But he did not da- 
borate. 


Knowledgeable sources told AP 
the Surry of political activity in 
Damascus was aimed at bro- 
adening foe anti-Gemayel coa- 
lition. 

But Mr. Beni said it also aimed 
at "ending die explosive security 
situation in Beirut.” 


Knesset 


rejects 
bill to 


annex 
W.Bank 
and Gaza 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel's 
parliament defeated a Ml to 
annex the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip on Wednesday 
after Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres warned that if the proposal 
was oassed, it could start another 
East war. 


The bill, sponsored Geula 
Cohen of foe extremist right-wing 
Tehiya Party, was overwhelmingly 
rejected by a show of hands. 

It was foe first time an ann- 
exation bill was brought to foe 
Knesset floor for a vote since foe 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
were occupied in 1967. 

Arguing against the bill, Peres 
said bus govemment“wfilnot cou- 
ntenance such unrealistic, dan- 
, useless ideas which are 
t with the danger of war.” 
Cohen was foe legislator who 
drafted foe 2980 law formally 
annexing East Jerusalem. 

Peres also said foe assassination 
of ZaferAI Masri, mayor of Nab- 
lus, foe West Baltic’s largest city, 
would not deter his plan to gra- 
dually give Palestinians increased 
control over their daily lives. 


Army withdraws tanks 


from streets of Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s army, 
winding down its street vigil in 
Ca ho after police riots a week ago , 
pulled back tanks and other arm- 
our on Wednesday as the new int- 
erior minister disclosed that foe 
police bad been temporarily dis- 
armed. 

Troops with machine-guns were 
still guarding security police 
camps near foe Pyramids, the area 
worst hit by last week's rampage, 
but armoured vehicles deployed 
outside were removed. 

The array appeared to be reg- 
rouping its armour on Wednesday 
to move it back to base during the 
night curfew when streets are 
clear. Officials say the curfew sho- 
uld be lifted by the weekend. 

Armoured vehicles have also 
been removed from most curfew 
checkpoints in another sign that 
Egypt’s gravest crisis since Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak came id 
power in 1981 has died down. 

But Interior Minister Zaki 
Bad r, appointed last week to head 
Egypt’s security apparatus, said in 
a magazine interview that arms 
had been withdrawn from all pol- 
ice barracks following the ram- 
page by some 17,000 police con- 
scripts. 

Tourism Minister Fouad Sultan, 
overseer of one of Egypt's main 
sources of hand currency, mea- 
nwhile said revenue from tourism 
had dropped by 40 per cent since 
foe riots. 

He told reporters only 8,000 
tourists had arrived since foe riots 
began, against 18,000 during foe 


107 killed in riots, 
official discloses 


CAIRO (Rj — Deputy Interior 
Minister Farouk El Heiai said 
107 people were killed and 715 
wounded hi last week’s Egy- 
ptian security police riots. Ear- 
Ha- government reports put the 
death toll at 36. Mr, Heini told 
the semi-official AJ Abram 
newspaper h a late night edi- 
tion that the army ad police 
were banting for 8,011 police 
conscripts stfll at large. He said 
21,644 conscripts wfll be dis- 
charged after widespread des- 
truction in Giza, near the Pyr- 
amids. 


same 1985 period. If the decline 
continued, he said, “it could be a 
kind of crisis for tourism in 
Egypt.” 

Mr. Badr told the weekly Al 
Mussawar the police were dis- 
armed as a precaution against a 
sympathy revolt. 

“We have withdrawn all arms 
from the police camps out of fear 
that men in other camps may rise 
under tension and out of sympathy 
with their colleagues," he said. 
"We have taken this as a pre- 
cautionary temporary measure.” 

Although foe army was thinning 
exit its presence in Cairo, security 
would continue to be shared, he 
said, adding: "Gradually the pol- 
ice will take over.” 

Police round up more freed con- 
victs, page 2 
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2 Home -Middle East news 

Reagan delays request 
for Saudi arms sale 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Reagan administration 
has postponed to next week a request for con- 
gressional approval of a $346 million arms, sale to 
Saudi Arabia, Senate aides have said. ■ 


They said one reason for the 
delay was to avoid clashing with a 
request this week that Congress 
approve ilOO million in aid for 
Nicaraguan rebels, known as 
"Contras.” 

The aides said the request for 
the Saudi sale, which was to have 
been made early this week, was 
likely to run into the same strong 
opposition that met an adm- 
inistration proposal last month to 
sel 1 arms worth SI. 9 bD Hon to Jor- 
dan. 

One Senate aide said the delay 
reflected concern over timing rat- 
her than any intention to back 
away from the request for 1.700 
Sidewinder air- to -ah missiles. 800 
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles and 
100 Harpoon anti-ship missiles. 

He said the administration app- 


arently wanted to put as much 
time and energy behind the push 
for Contra aid as possible ana not 
divert attention from something 
equally controversial. 

President Reagan's bid for aid 
for rebels fighting the leftist gov- 
ernment in Managua also faces 
stiff opposition in Congress. 

Congressional supporters of 
Israel have said they oppose arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia because of 
alleged Saudi support for Libya 
and the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation fPLO). 

IsraeTs backers say the Saudis 
have not helped U.S. efforts tow- 
ard a Middle East peace plan and 
one aide said many congressmen 
were disillusioned with (he adm- 
inistration's lack of progress on 
Middle East peace. 


“Therefore they are going to 
look on any major weapons sale to 
potentially belligerent nations 
with a jaundiced eye,** he said. 

Sen. Alan Cranston, a Cal- 
ifornia Democrat and leading 
supporter of Israeli is strongly 
opposed to the miss ile sale and 
also plans to try to block delivery 
this su mme r of five AWACS radar 
planes and eight tanker aircraft to 
Saudi Arabia. 


' The planes are part of an $8.5 
billion anus package approved in 
1981 after a bitter fignt. Opp- 
onents, led by Cranston, charge 
Saudi Arabia has failed to live up 
to conditions placed on the sale. 

Mr. Reagan pledged that before 
the planes were delivered he 
would, send Congress a cer- 
. tification that significant progress 
towards peace in the Middle East 
had been achieved with the "sub- 
stantial assistance" of Saudi Ara- 
bia. 


Israel, U.S. blamed for Mideast stalemate 


LONDON (R) — Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq AI Shara has 
blamed Israel and the United Sta- 
tes for the current Middle East sta- 
lemate. 

In a speech to the Royal Ins- 
titute of International Affairs, Mr. 
Shara said: “There is no prospect 
for peace as long as Israel remains 
convinced it can retain United Sta- 
tes and Western support." 


In his speech Tuesday • Mr. 
Shara also referred to recent .vio- 
lence in Egypt which he said was 
the resultof the 1 978 Camp David 
agreement. • 

He said the accord, which paved 
the way for an lsraeli-Egyptian 
peace treaty, was now und- 
ermining the government of Pre- 
sklent Hosni Mubarak. 


ON SATURDAY WATCH FOR THE 
OPENING OF THE 
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"Whoever wants to seek a per- 
manent peace and save Egypt 
from a serious explosion must 
work for the abandonment of 
those accords,' he said. In a len ' 
gtfay analysis of the oonfHct Mr. 
Shara accused Israel of racism, 
colonialism and aggressive exp- 
ansionism, 

“The major obstacle to peace is 
that the West has accepted Israel's 
concept of .peace, paying little ' 
heed to what the Arabs say. " Mr: 
Shara said. He predicted the eve- 
ntual collapse of Israel which he 
■said could not prist without mas- 
sive U.S. military and financial 
aid. 

"A country which depends so 
heavily on the support of other 
countries ... is in substance and 
structure as fragile as it would 
seem solid and strong,' 7 Mr. Shara 
said. 

“If we want genuine peace we 
have to assess the whole situation 
before it is too late, before pos- 
sible events in the region make it 
.impossible to think of peace ever 
in the future." he added. 

Mr. Shara reiterated Syrian 
demands for Israel's total wit- 
hdrawal to pre-1%7 borders and 
the -establishment of a Palestinian 
state. 

Meanwhile Syria has accused 
Israel of arresting 45 Syrian Arabs 
on the occupied Golan Heights as 
part Qf a plan to expel the inh- 
abitants, and has reserved the 
right to request a meeting of the 
Security Council. 


Egypt 
rounds up 
more freed 
convicts 

CAIRO (R) — Troops and loyal 
police forces have rounded up all 
but 200 of the ; 1-200 prisoners set 
. free from a Cairo jail by rfoting 
police conscripts last week. Inf- 
ormation- Minister Safwat; Sharif 1 
said. • . • 1 ! 

He told reporters after a cabinet ! 
meeting Tuesday night the gov- ; 
eminent was studying the causes . 
of the revolt by about 17 .000 pol- 
ice conscripts in Cairo and four 
t ot an other areas, 

approved in The conscripts, angered by a 
righ t Opp- runrom that their service would be 
w ‘ Vir extended by another year, went on 
the rampage burning hotels' and 
nightclubs near the Pyramids and 
causing damage estimated at more 
than $105 mil firm . ! 

The cabinet was setting terms ! 
.for the compensation of hotel ! 
owners and businesses including 
nightclubs and tourist shops. A i 
committee has been set up to est- 1 
imate compensation for hundreds 
of cars and buses damaged, or 
burnt during the upheaval, which 
claimed at least 37. fives. . ■ 

The semi-official Al Ahram 
newspaper reported Wednesday 1 
that a committee charged with the ! 
reconstruction of hotels in the i 
Pyramids area said it was possible 
to rebuild them within six months. | 
Egypt’s revenue from tourism 
has dropped by 40 per cent since 
last week's police riots. Tourism 
Minister Fouad Sultan said Wed- 
nesday. 

“If the present drop continues 
at the current rate, it could be a 
kind of ; crisis for tourism in 
Egypt," he told a news con- 
ference. 

- Mr. Sultan said only 8,000 tou- 
| rists had arrived since Feb. 26. 
compared with 18,000 in the cor- 
responding period last year. " 
“The Latest events were aimed 
against the tourist industry and' 
this cam paign of terror against 
toarists is bound to have a short- 
term impact," Mr. Sultan said. • 
Tourism represents 5-6 per cent 
of the gross national product 
(GNP). which Mr. Sultan said tot- 
alled 25 billion pounds ($30 bil- 
lion). 

He said damage to the four 
hotels resulted in a loss of revenue 
from L000 hotel rooms, which 
would have, generated a “.revenue 
,of about $100 million at today's 
prices. 

He also said the number of U.S. 
tourists dropped by 70 per cent in 
the wake of the A chile Laura cru- 
ise liner hijack last October and 
the seizure of an Egyptian airliner 
by three gunmen- last November. | 


JOltDANTIM ™ 

Senator urges U.S. riot to give; up on Mideast 


WASHINGTON (USIA) * Ret- between Israel and Egypt. Ame- “for the long .haul.” He saii^j' we 
tuning from a recent three-week., ricans must concentrate, he said, have to give people like Al Mnsn 
tip to the Middle East, Senator ■ on moving die Arabr Israeli peace die kind of support that is possible 
■Charles Mathias called on the process “back ot track." . forustogive.. We must not permit. 

United Slates to increase its act- The report focuses on US. bfl- through lack of high level att- 
' ivity and influence in die Middle . ateral relations with each" country • ention on our part, either 
East. He warned foat,"Wc ignore or area be visited, US. aid in the • Egyptian/Israeli relations to. det- 
or belittle Middle East countries region, the implications for Ame- eriprate.or Syrian/Israen tensions 
at our peril.” • rican success or failure of the to flare into conflict, nor me 

Mr. Mathias' travelled thr- Arab -Israeli peace process, the Arab-Israeli peace process to fal- 
oughout the region between Feb. consequences of falling- oil prices, ter." 

5 and 25 stopping in Saudi Arabia, the Soviet Mideast role and the ' Unless the US. addresses the 


or belittle Middle East countries 
at our peril." 

'' Mr. Mathias' travelled thr- 
oughout the region between Feb. 
5 and 25 stopping in Saudi Arabia. 


eriprate, or Syrian/Israeli tensions 
to flare into conflict, nor the 
Arab-Israeli peace process to fal- 
ter" 


Syria, Israel, the West Bank, Jor-- dangers of terrorism. It also inc- 


dan and Egypt. 

• At a press conference to release 
the findings of his report to the 
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Mr. -Mathias said on 
Tuesday that some people suggest 
that Americans should leave the 
troubled Middle East, “But I 
came home asking bow can we?" 

“We are a world power with 
global responsibilities -and long 
standing commitments to nations 
of the Middle East and its peoples. 
The Middle East will not become 
less relevant to our national int- 
erests because it is less hospitable 
to our influence. If our friends are 
foieatenedin the region, then in a 
very real way, we are threatened " 

His report, based on con- 
versations with local and gov- 
ernment leaders and academics, 
made several recommendations. 
He said the US. should “devote a 
very high level of attention to 
media ting differences between 
Israel and Syria." pointing out 
that this would probably mean 
greater American communication 
with Syria. The U 5. , he said . must 
also attend to improving the peace 


ludes brief country sketches on the 
five countries he visited and the 
occupied territories. 

. Despite the focus of file report 
the senator led his opening sta- 
tement by saying that only two 
weeks ago he was meeting with 
Nablus Mayor Zafer Al Masri, 
who was as s a s sinated March 2. 
Mr. Mathias described Mr. Masri 
as ‘“a wonderful man" who was 
“intelligent, bright, and cou- 
rageous.” 

The senator said one of the last 
thin g*; he asked the mayor was, 
“‘Are you taking adequate car e?” 
Mr. Masri replied. “Til be sur- 


Unless the US. addresses the 
difficult problems of the Middle 
East “with heightened vigor " Mr. 
Mathias said, we could see our int- 
erests "jeopardised beyond any 
early redemption." Some of the 
findings of Mr. Mathias* report 
include: 

— “Many moderate Arab gov- 
ernments are experiencing rising 
pressure from their publics to red- 
uce their Knlcs with the US.; 

— "Sharp disagreements bet- 
ween states in the region make 
policy making and coalition bui- 
lding particularly difficult for die 


our rejection of arms sales to Jor- , 
dan and Saudi Arabia are often < 
cited as examples of our inability 
to meet Arab needs.'] \ 

On the Soviet Union 9 role in =• 
the Middle East, Mr. Mathias said. 5 
“We have no easy policy' choices.” [ 

He added. "W'e must not- give 

them a free ride through our neg- , 

lect of the region." He conceded 
that there might be a legitimate 

role forthe Soviets in an expanded 
Israeli -Arab peace process, but ■ 
said "they must be willing to pay ; 
the price of admission in terms oi j 
verv changed policies with respect j 
to Israel and with respect to rej- 
ecting foe demands of the most ; 
radical Arab leaders. 1 ; 

During the question and answer , 
period Mr. Mathias said he was \ 
“proposing that we revitalise our l 
whole effort in foe Middle East j 
because I think if we don’t, our i 
position there will continue to i 
deteriorate and our position will \ 


VS." * .suffer." It demands attention, he 

— • "US. preoccupation with ^ *- atthe highest levels.” The 


terrorism has distracted us from 


rounded by friends.” “T m sure be coping with other policy goals in 
was” Mr. Mathias said, “but there [he Middle East; and 


was one enemy. 

Mr. Mathias called the ass- 
assination an “atrocity" against “a 
Palestinian patriot” He said the 
former mayor understood that 
recondtiationbetween the Israelis 
and the Jordanians and Pal- 
estinians “might have to. come in' 
several stages, not in a single str- 
oke.” 

The senator Stressed that the 
US. should stay in the Mideast 


— -“The US. must not let the 
Arab-Israeli peace process fail 
through a :lack of- effort on our 
part.” 

“There is a rising danger tfaar 
the . United States will be per- 
ceived as incapable of addressing 
Arab concerns either with respect 
to the peace process or with res- 
pect to their security needs,” Mr. 
Mathias said. "The current sta- 
gnation of the peace process and 


saw, at uic . — j 

senator answered affirmatively ? 
when asked if he planned to take - 

up his recommendations with U.S. 

President Ronald Reagan and 

Secretary of State George Shultz. : 

The Middle East is “a vital nat- 
ional interest to the United Sta- 
tes,” Mr. Mathias said. He added 
that Americans should realise 
“everything we do here is going to 
reverberate in the Middle East 
arid we must be absolutely sure j 
that it reverberates in a positive : 
manner. -1 


Quandt: Times are tougher for peace in Mideast 


By Bruce Carey - 

USIA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON — The Reagan 
administration is faced with a 
more difficult task in promoting 
peace among Israel. Jordan and 
Palestinians than President Carter 
had between Egypt and Israel at 
Camp David, according to former 
National Security Council adviser 
William Quandt. 

Mr. Quandt, who participated 
in the Camp David negotiations, 
told reporters at the Brookings 
Institution on Tuesday that "the 
circumstances are different. The 
Reagan administration has a much 
harder job on its hands. 

"The issues at -stake (at Camp 
David) were more easily resolved 
through normal diplomatic pro- 
cesses. 

• “The future of Sinai was not the 
future of the West Bank. It is 
much tougher to deal with the Pal- 
estinian question.” 

He commented on the view that 
chances for a peace settlement 
between Israel and Jordan were 
greatest during 1985: 


“1 don't think an overall set- 
tlement such as was negotiated 
between Egypt and Israel could 
have been negotiated between 
Jordan, foe Palestinians and the 
Israelis. That was too big a bite to - 
take all at once. 

“You migh t have gotten some 
kind of negotiation started. I am 
not sure that it could have been 
brought to any sort of successful 
conclusion .given the Intractability 
of the issues." 

But Mr. Quandt added that the 
United States would likely play a 
central role in any future Middle 
East peace talks: 

““The United States can do a lot 
of useful things. It can put forward 
proposals that, were they to come 
. from foe adversary parties the- 
mselves, would be rejected out of 
hand." . • 

--Mr. Quandt talked about his 
book. "Camp David: Pea- 
cemaking and Politics," a Bro- 
okings publication. 

"This is the story of the Ame- 
rican decisioD-making process 
from the beginning of 1 977. wben 
'-esident Carter came into office. 


through the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty in the spring of 
1979." 

The United States made two 
fundamental errors in assessing 
the positions of the principals at 
Camp David, Mr. Quandt dec- 
lared — one concerning Egypt and 
one concerning Israel: 

“The late Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat was dead-set against 
allowing the Syrians to have a 
major role in determining the 
Arab side. There was a deep sense 
in which Sadat was unwilling to 
turn over to Syrian President 
' Hafez Al Assad .control of the 
Arab negotiating position. At the 
same time, on the Syrian side, 
there was a deep suspicion that 
unless Syria. had a veto power, 
Egypt was going to make a sep- 
arate deal. - \ - ■ '■ • ■ 

—•"We did nbt recognise .early 
on that with foe election of Men- 
achera Begin, things had changed 
in Israel." U.S. officials did not 
realise, he said, that Begin’s ref- 
usal to withdraw Israeli occ- 
upation forces from foe West 
Bank and Gaza was truly a non- 


nego liable position. 

Mr. Quandt noted that this sec- 
ond error — misunderstanding foe 
special problems posed by foe 
West Bank and Gaza — became 
evident at Camp David: 

“The Palestinian part of Camp 
David was, of course, the weaker 
part. “ We knew it was a long shot. 
I never expected the Jordanians 
and the Saadis to rally around it. 
Some people did." 

Mr. Quandt explained how Pre- 
sident Carter came to believe Isr- 
ael would freeze Jewish set- 
tlement of the West Bank ind- 
efinitely, while Begin insisted later 
that only a three- month freeze 
had been promised: 

“On foe last night, they spent 
several hours together.. By about 
; tax? in. the. moating they called i: 
'{gj&h and Begin said,Tllgive you 
a letter in foe morning.' And Car- 
ter seems to have heard. ’I'll give 
you foe letter you ask for.' During 
foe next day one of foe Israelis 
brought Begin’s letter to Carter, 
and it said there would be a set- 
tlement freeze for three months. 
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Haj Hassan 
addresses 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arab labour 


Prince Hassan receives IDS president 


conference 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Minister 
of Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment Khaled AJ Haj, Hassan 
sain is Bagdad that the Israeli 
occupation authorities have seized 
2,508,348 dunums of Arab land 
and built 185 colonies since 1967. 
Israel, he said, is continuing arb- 
itrary policies against the Arab 
people under its rale, making it 
impossible for them to remain in 
their homeland after seizing their 
lands and ooncrolEng their water 
resources. 

The minister was addressing the 
I4dx Arab labour conference 
which opened in the Iraqi capital 
Tuesday evening. The conference 
is attended by labour ministers 
from various Arab countries. 

In his address t o th*» coofa iyi Kf. 
Mr. Haj Hassan referred to a Uni- 
ted Nations mission which visited 
the Middle East region in January 
to investigate the condition of 
' Afob workers under Israeli rule 
-and he said that Jordan supplied 
tbemission with reports exposing 
Israeli at roc iti es against the Arab 
-population in general and the 
Arab workers and their anions in 
particular. The Israelis pursue a 
polky of violating the human 
rights of Arab people and tbe san- 
ctity of their holy places in def- 
iance of all international laws and 
pmtijpfes. tbe mmister said. He 
went cm to say that the eviction of 
Arab people from their land, the 
seizure of Arab hstd and other 
inhuman p ractices are all rfe^igniai 
to obtiterate the Arab character 
from Palestinian tend. Nearly 45 
per cent of the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip has now 
been seized by die Israelis who 
have built 47 colonies around Jer- 
usalem atooe. the minister pointed 
oof. . . 

Mr. Haj- Hassan noted that Jor- 
dan was fce first among Arab cou- 
ntries to extend total support for 
the Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO) because it addresses itself 
to betteebg workers’ conditions 
and improving their skills and eff- 
iciency. 

His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan called on tbe Int- 
ernational Labour Organisation 
fXLO) conference in 1977 to est- 
ablish a special fund for corn- 
pensattog workers and efforts are 
being exerted to work out an int- 
egrated formula based oh that 
proposal that would safeguard the 
mteresisjof countriesinqxjrtfogor 
exporting workers,the minister 
pointed out. 

The minister called on the ALO 
to play a leading rale in helping 
the Arab nation to deal with tile 
'challenges it facesand he referred 
to. a report by die ALO general 
secretary which called on Arab 
countries to help facilitate die 
movement add enqdoyment of 
Arab worisere and to help Arab 
countries overcome die con- 
sequences of economic recession. 
Mr. Haj Hassan said dial the Arab 
World has been badly hit by the 
drop in oil revenues which, in turn, 
caused a retreat in development 
and led to the laying off of nearly 
half a mil Bon workers. 

A solution for the problem of 
unemployed workers requires 
cooperation between ALO and 
Arab governments, the mkiister 
said. He said Jordan supports the 
ALCTs secretary general m his call 
for promoting and developing nat- 
ional Arab organisations fan- 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday received the visiting presklent of the Islamic Dev- 


elopment Bank (IDB) io review scopes of cooperation between 
the IDB and Jordanian financial institutions. The meeting was 


the IDB and Jordanian financial institutions. The meeting was 
attended by Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Hisham 
AJ Khatib. 


RSS to help JTVA in computer affairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) will help 
tire Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) in computer-related affairs, 
accprdfoc to an agreement the two sides signed at the RSS on 
Wednesday. Under the agreement, the RSS computer section will 
provide technical advice to tbe JVA and will take part in selecting 
and installing computers for the authority and its data bank. The 
agreement is withe: the JVA's plans to improve services in the 
exploitation and distribution of water for irrigation purposes in 
the Jordan Valley and improving social conditions for the pop- 
ulation . The agreement was signed by RSS President Fakhreddm 
Daghestani and JVA Director General Munther H add a din. 


Local firm wins JD 2.7m contract 


AMMAN (Petra) — A JD 2,737.000 agreement was signed 
Wednesday at the Ministry of Transport between the ministry and 
the Jordan pre-cast concrete company for the manufacture and 
supply of 170 reinforced concrete sleepers for the Aqaba Railway 
Corporation. The agreement was signed by Transport Minister 
Faihi Obeid and the Social Security Corporation (SSC) director 
general and chairman of the company's board of directors Mahdi 
Faihan. The minister stressed the importance of supporting the 
Jordanian economy by awarding contracts to local companies 
which, he said, will provide job opportunities for Jordanian lab- 
ourers and reduce production costs. 


UNRWA director meets refugees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Director of United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) affairs in Jordan, Mr. Per Olof Hallqvist, 
Wednesday met with refugee notables from Irbid. Martyr Azmi 
AJ Mufti (Huso) camp and Irbid camp during which information 
and views on UNRWA's operations and funding were exchanged. 
Mr.Hallqyistiokl the notables that despite the agency's financial 
situation, it is confident that it can go through iy«6 without 
havfog to reson to service cuts. The representatives called on the 
agency to introduce i reprove merits in ibe agency's services, par- 
ticularly in tbe education and welfare assistance programmes, 
according to an UNRWA press release. 


British team to excavate Tal AI Sa’idieh 


AMMAN (Petra) — The British Museum, in cooperation with 
Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline, will on March 23 start arc- 
haeological excavations in Tal AI Sa’idieh area in the Jordan 
Valley. The area dates back to the Bronze and Iron Ages. The 
working team comprises 15 experts in archaeology and science 
from the museum’s Department of Antiquities for Western Asia. 
Tbe excavations follow a preliminary dig conducted last year 
during which the team discovered buildings dating back to 900 
B.C. in addition to pottery and utensils. 


Commerce chamber reviews activities 


AMMAN (Petra) The Jordanian national committee for the 
intemationairhamber of commerce held a meeting Wednesday to 
discuss topics related to commercial prizes for the most successful 
businessman and to evaluate an international arbitration seminar 
held in Athens chi March 3. The committee also discussed tile 
annual conference of tbe international chamber of commerce 
which will be held in Spain in May, the chamber’s congress mee- 
ting to be held in New Delhi during tbe next year as well as the 
chamber’s annual report for the past year. 


Court sentences Captagon smuggler 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe military court has sentenced Moh- 
ammad Oghlo to eight years in prison with hard labour for smu- 
ggling Captagon pills. The general military governor endorsed the 
sentence. 


Comedy thriller to kick off 
1986 dinner theatre season 


cemed with workers to help them 
solve- labour-related problems. 


The minister called cm Arab cou- 
ntries to gjve priority to Arab 
workers over foreign workers and 
to create incentives which would 
attract highly-skilled Arab wor- 
kers enjoyed diroad. He also 
suggested the initiation ofprojects 
- that would absorb returning wor- 
kers to help in the development 
process. The present difficult eco- 
nomic situation in the Arab 
World,- the mkiis ter continued, 
makes it incumbent on all Arab 
states to coordinate efforts and 
come up with a common strategy 
for developing human resources. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — "My Giddy 
Aunt." a two-act comedy-thriller 
and another production of ren- 
owned British comedian turned 
producer Derek Nhnmo will be 
staged at tbe Jordan Int- 
ercontinental Hotel playhouse chi 
March 12. 

Tbe event, which will mark the 
opening erf the dinner theatre sea- 
son in Amman, is organised by the 
hotel in cooperation with British. 
Airways. 

Mr. Nimmo is well-known 
among Jordanian threatre lovers 
fortjvo earlier productions he pre- 
sented at the hotel, one of which 
was •‘There’s a Girl in my Soup.” 

Starring in ml My Giddy Aunt” is 
one of Britain's best loved act- 
resses, Pe ggy Mount. MB’. Peter. 
SalEs, who co-stars with Ms. 


Mount, is also known to British 
television viewers. 

Other members erf the British 
Airways theatre group who will 
take part in this production are 
Shayur Mehta, Renu Serna, Robin 
Kermode, Peter Denyer, and 
Karan David. 
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Hamzeh okays designs 
for new health clinics 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Health Min- 
ister Zaid Hamzeh Wednesday 
approved final designs for the est- 
ablishment of six primary health 
clinics and two integrated centres 
in the country. 

The minister reviewed the plans 
■ and discussed the projects during 
P a meeting with a special task force 
entrusted with setting up the cen- 
tres in different areas of Jordan. 

I Altogether, the Health Ministry 
plans to set up 25 primacy health 
centres and 13 integrated centres 
around the country with tbe pur- 
pose of expanding health and 
medical services to all regions. 
The integrated centres include, 
sections to provide care for chi- 
ldren and pregnant women and 
they will offer first aid and eme- 


rgency services in addition to car- f 
tying out 'surgical operations. 


Later Wednesday, the minister 
met with a group of engineers 
employed by the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works who have been ent- 
rusted with preparing plans for 
expanding the government hos- 
pital in Salt and Dr. Hamzeh end- 
orsed the final plans for the pro- 
ject- 


According to a minis try spo- 
kesman. the project entails con- 
structing a four-storey annex to 
the hospital which will house 69 
beds of which 37 will be used by 
children. The project also includes 
the installation of another ope- 
rating theatre as well as other fac- 
ilities. 


NEW OFFICERS — Public Security Dep- 
art men I Director Lieutenant-General Abdul Hadi 
At (centre! Wednesday presents degrees to 39 
graduates from Mu'ta University who have com- 
pleted their four-year study course and joined the 


security forces. At the ceremony, held at (he police 
officers training Institute in Amman, LL-Gen. Maj- 
ali said that Us department was keen on raising the 
standard and efficiency of police officers (Petra 
photo) 


Agricultural minister outlines 
benefits of cropping patterns 


Workers at 
JDEC hold 
sit-in to. 
protest 
closure order 


Pharmacists donate JD 2,000 
to national cancer centre fund 


AMMAN (Petra ) — Minister of 
Agriculture Ahmad Dakhqan 
Wednesday urged farmers to coo- 
perate with the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture in the course or applying 
agricultural cropping patterns 
which he said have been int- 
roduced to improve harvests and 
ensure more income for farmers. 


AMMAN (J.i’.l - The Matf and 
workers of die Arab Jerusalem 
District Electricity Company 
I J DEC ) have staged a sit-in at the 
company’:, offices and warehouses 
in Arab Jerusalem in protest aga- 
inst an Israeli courtbrder to seize 
the company's assets and halt its 
operations, according to (he Jor- 
danian News Agency. Petra. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) in Jordan has received a 
dona tun of JD 2,000 from the 
Jordanian Pharmacists Ass- 
ociation (JPA) to help establish 
the national Amal cancer centre at 
the University of Jordan Hospital 
in Amman . iP A President Ghaleb 
Sabbarini presented a cheque for 
the sura to GUVS President Abd- 
ullah AI Khatib on Wednesday. 

GUVS hopes to establish die 


centre early next year on a two 
dunum plot and has raised JD 
500,000 so far for the project. It is 
hoped that donations will amount 
toJDl mil lion by the start of 1 987 
to help the project get underway, 
according to a GUVS spokesman. 
He said that the projected centre 
w3I have different sections for chi- 
ld ren and adults and laboratories 
as well as doctors and nurses' liv- 
ing quarters. 


The minister said in a statement 
to the Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra, that the government's rec- 
ent measures to "offering subsidies 
to local farmers reflect gov- 
ernment concern over farmers' 
conditions and are a bid to help 
them increase production. 


Mr. Dakhqan said that the gov- 
ernment has offered incentives to 
tomato growers who follow agr- 
icultural patterns set by the Min- 
istry of Agriculture in an effort to 
avoid marketing problems for 
surplus crops in the market. Tbe 
market is at times flooded with a 
surplus of locally produced crops 
which is bound to force prices 
down with consequent damage to 
farmers’ interests, the minister 
pointed out. Mr. Dakhqan said 
that the cabinet's recent decision 
to help farmers financially serves 
os an encouragement for them and 
reflects concern over the national 
economic interest in general. 


Water supplied to homes 
is fit to drink, Keilani says 


Petra said that the company's 
workers' union sent groups of 
workers to different offices, tra- 
nrformer stations and warehouses 
in stage the protest in ;in attempt 
to stop the Israelis from carrying 
out the court order. 

Earlier reports said that the Isr- 
aelis have shut down the com- 
pany's offices and sealed its doors 
on the pretext that JDEC has not 
paid its 512 million debt to the 
Israeli electricity company. 

The Israeli authorities ovdr the, 
past years have prompted the'clo-. 
sure of the Arab company and the 
liquidation of its assets by imp- 
osing exhorbitant taxes on it and 
by preventing the company from 
installing new power generators 
needed to meet the growing dem- 
and for electricity from Arab res- 
idents within its own concession 
granted by the Jordanian gov- 


Khatib, Talhouni confer with 
Soviet women’s delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation 
of Soviet women conferred here 
Tuesday with Mr. Bahjat AI Talh- 
ouni, the president of Jordanian- 
SovietFriendfoip Society. The vis- 
iting delegation discussed 
Jordanian-Soviet ties and Mr. 
Talhouni spoke of die different 
■roles Jordanian women play in all 
walks of life. 

The two sides examined the 
prospect erf exchanging visits by * 
’women cfeTe^tfotis'in order to- 
' have a clearer pfcture 1 bf die act- 
ivities of Jofdanfen and Soviet 


women. Mr. Talhouni. who is also 
a member of the Upper House of 
Parliament, expressed deep app- 
reciation to the Soviet Union. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Water Aut- 
hority of Jordan (WAJ) Director 
General Mohammad Saleh Al 
Keilani said Wednesday that dri- 
nking water reaching residents in 
all parts of Jordan through pipes 
or water trucks is potable and 100 


per cent pure in accordance with 
World Health Organisation's 


Earlier Tuesday, the delegation 
was received by Information Min- 
ister Mohammad Al Khatib with 
whom they reviewed scopes of 
cooperation between Jordan and 
the Soviet Union in social , cultural 
1 and tec hnical fields. The minister 
presented die delegation wifo a 
token gift to commemorate their 
visit. 


(WHO) standards and spe- 
cifications. 

Mr. Keilani, who was obviously 
commenting on press reports on 
the water situation in Jordan , said 
that those wishing to write about 
the subject in the local press or 
wishing to make lectures about 
Jordan's water resources should 
first ask the WAJ for -sound inf- 
ormation. 

Mr. Keilani said that the Health 


Ministry. in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment and 
.Amman Municipality, continues 
to control the quality of drinking 
water and conducts laboratory 
tests on samples taken from dif- 
ferent water sources on a regular- 
basis to ensure that the water is fit 
for drinking. 

Nearly 90 per cent of Jordanian 
citizens drink water reaching them 
through water networks and the 
remainder receive water from 
trucks, but in both cases the water 
sources are controlled and tested. 
Mr. Keilani added. He said that 
the WAJ is wilting to provide full 
information about water sources 
at any time and whenever- req- 
uested. 


eminent. 

As a result, the company's field 
of operations continued to shrink, 
forcing Arabs to resort to the Isr- 
aeli power co mpany to obtain ele- 
ctricity. JDEC was forced to buy 
power from the Israeli company 
three years ago at a very high price 
because the company was com- 
mitted to supply electric power to 
the Arab region. This situation led 
to more debts for J DEC. 


Jordan condemns 
Israeli measure 


S.R.M.I.E.S INTERNATIONAL 

gladly invites you to the 

INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION 


After its four-day performance 
in Amman, tbe group wOl stage 
“My Giddy Aunt" in Cairo, 
Dubai. Abu Dhabi, Bahrain. 
Muscat, Kuala Lumpur, Sin- 
gapore and Bangkok. 

The co mmedy thea tre is written 
by Ray Cooney and John Cha- 
pman, directed by Ted Craig and 
produced by Derek Nimmo. 

The play will be presented at the 
hotel from March 12 running thr- 
ough March 16. 


The Israeli measure was con- 
demned Tuesday by the Jordanian 
government os a means of obl- 
iterating Arab character from the 
holy city. Minister of Occupied 
Territories Affairs Taher Kan a' an 
said that the Israeli order for tbe 
closure of the Arab company was 
clearly designed to wipe cut ano- 
ther symbol of Arab presence in 
Jerusalem. 

The Israelis claim they dosed 
the company due to its heavy 
debts, but these debts were due to 
Israel's violations of the JDECs 
concession in the first place which 
in turn forced the Arab company 
to buy energy at very high rate, tbe 
minister said. 


with a film projection on French industry 


which will take place at 


the Amman Marriott Hotel 

between 5th & 9th March, 1986 
' from 4-8 p.m. 


This exhibition is organised with the collaboration 


Iraqis secure airspace over Fao 


of the French Trade Commission in Amman. 


(Couthmed from page 1) 


APadds from Riyadh: Senior mil- 
itary officers of the Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCC) met in 
Saudi Arabia on Wednesday to 
coordinate defence strategies aga- 
inst possible offshoots of the 
Iran-lraq war, as Kuwait rei- 
terated “shoot-on-site" orders 
against intruders. 

The meeting brought together 
chiefs of staff of die armed forces 
erf member states of the GCC — 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates. Bahrain, Oman 
and Kuwait. 

Of the six states, Kuwait is the 
closest to the Iran-Iraq^war zone. 

. “There are.dear orders to the 
anned forcesto shoot on sight any 
intruders of the de fi ne d (ter-, 
ritorial) fines,” Kuwaiti Defence 
Minister Sheikh Salem Al Sabah 
told reporters ^ftei: briefing par- 
lament on the Gulf war dev- 
elopments. 

He disclosed that two incursions 


took place recently and were pro- 
mptly handled by the Kuwaiti 
armed forces. 

**Z explained (to parliament) 
how Iranian helicopter gunships 
intercepted a Kuwaiti navy unit 
south of the Kobbar in our wat- 
ers" lastmonih.be said.* "The unit 

alerted the Iranian aircraft that 
they exceeded our territorial 
water limits. 

- “Tbe second incident involved 


one (Iranian ) jetliner . which Sew 
near (Kuwaitijtnohibited mifitaiy 
areas. Our airforce pilots and air 


defence men were on the alert to 
confront the jetliner. But we arr- 
ived in good time to divert die 
course oz foe jetliner to the Kuw- 
ait international airport.” 

Sheikh Salem gave no futher 
details. 

Robber is part of achain of isl- 
ands in foe Gulf between Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

The aew Iranian offensive on 
foe Fao. Peninsula brought the 
Gulf war within . 24 kilometres 
from Kuwait's Bobiyan Island. 


‘ The GCC foreign ministers on 
Monday concluded a three-day 
conference on foe war situation 
with a resolution to seek Arab and 
international efforts to push thr- 
ough a peace .settlement between 
foe two belligerents. 

The ministers, denouncing lran 
for occupying and maintaining 
military presence at Fao, also rej- 
ected I ranian threats to their cou- 
ntries and invited the GCC chiefs 
of staff to devise a combined str- 
ategy to deal with all eventualities. 

The GCCs 3. 000-strong, 
Saudi-led comb toed rapid dep- 
loyment force has been readied to 
act if any of the six member cou- 
ntries were threatened, GCC dip- 
lomats announced. 

The two-year-old force, sta- 
tioned at foe Hafr Al Batten reg- 


the Soviet leadership believed to 
be dealing with the latest dev- 
elopments in the Gulf war, official 
sources reported. 

The message was delivered co 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, by Soviet Ambassador 
Pa go st Akopov. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister She- 
ikh Sabah Al Ahmad also received 
messages from British Prime Min- 
ister Margaret Thatcher and For- 
eton Secretary Geoffrey Howe. 
Officials said Mrs. Thatcher and 
Mr. Howe were responding to 
Sheikh Sabah’s request for per- 
manent members of the UN. Sec- 
urity Council to contain the Gulf 
war. 

ShHfch Sabah also conferred on 
Wednesday with European 
Community (EC) Commissioner 
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ion, in foe northeastern sector of Claude Cbeysson on the Gulf war. 
Saudi Arabia, is equipped with Tbe two men expressed identical 


fra n k * , aircraft and ah early war- 
ning air defence radar system. 

Earlier in the day, the emir of 
Kuwait received a message from 


views on tire necessity of exerting, 
further efforts to bring foe war to 
an end without delay, a Foreign 
Ministry official said in Kuwait 


'Petroleum industry, “chemical and pemxhemjcaJ industry, ‘ electrical industry, 'mechanical and metallurgical 
fodusay. “inigatkMi-agricidmral material and machines, tractors, 'pharmaceutical and medical industry, “food 
processing industry, ‘fertilizers plaits, ’study and building of foundries, "Ironworkmg plants, 'mines and 
quarries, “buSdrog materials, ’maintenance, quality control and supervision of the execution of works. 
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Carry on up the Jungle 

MANY PEOPLE around the world may well uderpret the 
latest American moves in southern Africa as yet another blu- 

• nder in U.S. foreign policy. Why, they ask, is the U.S. sup- 
. porting rebels bent upon toppling the Marxist government in 

Angola while extending an almost equal share of aid and wea- 
pons to the Mozambican government, whose ideology is no 
different from that of the Angolan leadership? Has consistency 
become another alien word to the U.S., the self-styled crusader 
against communism? They knit their brows. 

Well, we in the Middle East need not waste-our breath asking 
such a superfluous question smce we already have the answer. 
Perhaps we should provide a hint to those who might still be 
wondering: Have a good look at the map of Africa and you will 
find Mozambique on the Incfian Ocean side of the continent and 
Angola on the Atlantic side. It also means that the U.S. needs 
Mozambique, be it Marxist or Martian, to help Americans 
fulfil their self-assumed role as the policeman of the Indian 
Ocean as and when the racist regime in Sooth Africa fails, 
sooner or later, as it is bonnd to. 

That also expiate why the U.S. has broken ail rules of 
consistent conduct; the instance of the U.S. providing $5 mil- 
lion In aid to buDd a key railroad in Mozambique while ext- 
ending help and support to saboteurs of vital raQ links in 
Angola is only Just another example. 

American behaviour may be strange to most people from 
other parts of the globe, but we know better in the Middle East 
— the region that has borne the brunt of American doable 
standards and devious policies. Just as the U.S. ensures that 
die end sufferers of its pro-Israeli policies remain to be the 
. Arabs, Washmgtoo is also careful to see that the black masses 
of Africa bear the pain and sufferings while pursuing its “con- 

* structive engagement,'’ which tends to be destructive in imp- 
■ iementation. The glaring example is the 1,100 blacks who died 

in anti-apartheid protests in South Africa while Washington 
’ remained “constructively engaged” with the Pretoria regime. 

. If that is not enough, one has only to note that the U.S. pledge of 
, support, including aid and weapons, to the Angolan rebels 
came at a time when statistics showed that at least S10 billion 
was the estimated amount of damages caused by the rebels in 

~tbeir frenzied fight against the Luanda government. 

We do not know whether or not the increased American aid 
wBl enable the Angolan rebels to topple the government, but we 
do know one thing; it means further suffering for the poor 
millions in Angola. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: Joint efforts 

AT a meeting with representatives of the Jerusalem area in the 
occupied Arab territory. King Hussein pledged to continue sup- 
porting the Arab people in the face of Israel's oppression. He also 
reviewed with them toe various Jordanian efforts being made since 
1967 to save the land and its people from Israeli occupation. Since 
past efforts did not achieve good results, the King said, Jordan can by 
no means stop helping the Arab brothers and extending assistance to 
them to strengthen their steadfastness. Jordan's help to toe Pal- 
estinians has enabled toe Arab people under Israeli occupation to 
maintain a heroic stand and defy all challenges and threats. In ref- 
erring to the joint Jordanian -Palestinian endeavours to find a sol- 
ution to the problem. King Hussein said that serious joint efforts can 
and must achieve good results. Therefore, he said, toe present and 
future stages call for further joint efforts and further coordination on 
toe part of toe two peoples so that Israeli threats can be confronted 
and thwarted. If. he said, the Jordanian -Pales tinian efforts are abo- 
rted, then toe harm will affect the rest of the Arab Nation, and will 
open the way for Israel to consolidate its position. 

Al Dus tour: GCC warning 

THE countries of toe Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) have just 
issued a statement containing a warning to Iran to stop the war and 
end its aggression on Iraq. These countries had in the past tried to 
mediate between toe two warring countries Iraq and Iran but were 
unsuccessful, and now they have adopted a hardened attitude tow- 
aids the a gg ressors after discovering the evil intentions of the Tehran 
' regime. This warning was issued sifter Iran has launched an attack 
clearly designed to occupy Iraqi territory after which more attacks 
could be launched on the GCC countries. The warning by the six 
GCC states comes at a time when Iran is clearly escalating its agg- 
ression and opening new fronts along its confrontation lines with 
Iraq . The warning was meant as an indication that the GCC states will 
not remain idle as they see their brothers in Iraq exposed to con- 
tinuous aggression and that these states have now decided to pat an 
end to Iran's challenges and threats. These states have formed a 
united force to deter any aggression and have demanded that Iran 
pull out its troops from Iraqi territory. This can only mean that toe 
GCC states are determined to take action, and we hope this action 
will force Iran to end its war on toe Arabs and respond to calls of 
peace. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Priority to land, people 

JORDAN is in disagreement with the PLO leadership over the 
course of political action to be taken in the coming stage . Therefore, 
the Jordanian leadership has opted to terminate political coo- 
rdination with the organisation and offered the Palestinian people 
themselves the chance to express their opinion freely. But there are 
facts that are to be remembered: First, Jordan is committed to the 
national cause and will do all that in its power to support the Arab 
people under Israeli rule and enhance their steadfastness. Second: 
Jordan will never act on behalf of the Palestinians and will not enter 
into direct negotiations with Israel and will continue to recognise the 
PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people. Third: Jordan 
considers the Arab people of Palestine responsible for choosing their 
leadership and their decision on future steps and also can correct 
their leadership. Termination of political coordination with the PLO 

means taking a step towards tire re-examina tion of positions, because • 

Jordan believes that priority should be given to the land and its 
people. 


By Franz Schumann 



Is world economy on the verge of collapse? 


SAN FRANCISCO —.There 
are striking contradictions evi- 
dent between national Ame- 
rican economic news and glo- 
bal economic news. The Ame- 
rican stock exchanges are ent- 
husiastic over the Halting price 
of ofl. -They show no worry 
about the renewed fighting 
between Iraq and Iran. 

On the other hand, world 
economic news shows great 
insecurity. The London oil 
markets are in confusion. Cou- 
ntries like Mexico fold the- 
mselves plunged into new debt 
crises. Nigeria is becoming 
desperate. ■ Venezuela whose 
officials originally conceived of 
toe idea of OPEC back in the 
late 1950’s now has virtually 
polled out of OPEC. 

Why should American eco- 
nomic markets be so happy 
over the economic news? On 
toe surface, toe indicators are 


good. Inflation is down. Une- 
mployment figures show a' 
drop. Some action is being 
taken to reduce the federal 
budgetary deficit Japan is ren- 
ewing its restrictions on aut- 
omobile exports to the U.S. 
And toe Reagan government 
seems solid and strong. 

and if toe^q-Iran war wor- 
sens, and if other new troubles 
arse in the Middle East but 
American economic optimism 
continues, then, indeed, one 
might say that the Middle East 
has lost some of its importance 
in world affairs. 

But I do not believe this. 
Even in regard to oO, the 
world’s greatest oil reserves 
remain in the Middle East 
And because oil is central to 
modem economies, what occ- 
urs in die Middle East will aff- 
ect die economies and the pol- 


itics of all the big nations of toe 
world. 

And more important than oil 
is toe rising of toe Islamic world 
from Southeast Asia through 
the Middle East deep into Afr- 
ica. This rising will not soon 
end, and these countries will 
demand power and influence in 
world affairs. 

Is American business blind? 
Are they pursumg illusions as 
die stock market did in 1929 
when it felt that toe economic 
boom would never end? And 
then it ended with a crash. And 
t h a t crash brought in a world 
economic depression which 
began when the world eco- 
nomy which at toe time Britain 
do mina ted came apart. 

The world economy could 
come apart again. There are 
many powerful American off- 
icials who worry even as the 
buyers and sellers of stock 


dance on their stock exc- 
hanges. The dollar is going 
down and down on world cur- 
rency markets. The American 
stock market thinks that is 
good. It stimulates American 
exports. Banging the value of 
the dollar down has beat del- - 
iberate American monetary 
policy. Yeta weak dollar plus a 
low inflat ion rate could bring 
about some serious problems 
for the US. It will mean less . 
foreign money coming in, 
grave problems for American 
h anks with huge foreign loans, 
troubles for allies and friends 
of the U.S. 

It is i»t impossible that toe 
American stock market, which 
is always nervous and unr- 
eliable, could suddenly start to 
fall, as investors became aware 
of how precarious the world 
economy had become. 

We shall see in toe months of 


March, Aprfl, and beyond as to 

who is right: The American 
stock exchanges with their opt- 
imism, or the Saudis who have 
launched toe current oil price 
war to force toe Americans 
haA to a more eveahanded 
position in the Middle East. 

This is an election year in the 
United . States. The Rep- 
ublicans face some serious 
Congressional challenges, and 
the Democrats want to make 
some important gains. Both 
want a prosperous domestic 
economy. They want no for- 
eign troubles. They are happy 
that the Federal Reserve 
Board has made much, much 
more money available for the 
economy. They are delighted 
that the price of ofl is going 
down. And they have even 

made a move to call for the ind- 
ictment of toe leader of toe 
PLO, Yasser Arafat, on cha- 


tenprism against Amer ican s. 
Pro-Israeli elements -always- 
become more influential dur- 
ing election years- 

If, however, toe American 
economy does begin to feel the 
effects of the off price war, then 

the disregard 'which toe Ame- 
rican government has- been, 
showing toe interests and con- 
ceals of the Arab and. Muslim 
peoples will cost Washington a 
dear price. 

The Arabs face grave cha- 
llenges and this is a time when 
they must use all their shr- 
ewdness, their wisdom, then- 
moral strength, their strong 
sense of will, and their faith 
that God genre them a great' 
destiny in tins wodd to avoid 
being washed away by Ame- 
rican disregard and- dangers, 
from within the Arab and Mus- 
lim world itself. ■ 
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Law-and-order 
rages before 
French 
elections 


15 


By Barbara Bright 

Reuter 

PARIS — "Crime on toe decline 
for toe first time in a decade," 
trumpet the ruling Socialists, who 
say the French people will soon be 
protected by a computerised, 
modernised police force. 

"Drug traffic up by 300 percent 
since the Socialists took power," 
responds toe right-wing opp- 
osition — eight murders and 21 
armed robberies every day, a car 
stolen every two minutes, a bur- 
glary every 80 seconds. 

With less than two weeks rem- 
aining before toe French par- 
liamentary elections, toe debate 
on law aad order has become a key 
issue in the campaign. 

The right accuses the left of lax- 
ity, of mollycoddling criminals and 
muddling toe police chain of 
command. 

A middle-aged woman doing 
her shopping on a recent cold 
morning said she found the law- 
and-order situation outrageous 
and predicted, as have most opi- 
nion polls, that toe coalition of toe 
GaulEst Rally for toe Republic 
t RPR) and the centre-right Union 
for French Democracy (UFD) 
would win. 

“The Socialists are finished," 
she snapped. 

After a recent wave of bombing 
attacks in the French capital, the 
usually mild -mannered Jacques 
Toubon, RPR secretary general 
and a candidate for the interior 
ministry post if the right wins, no 
longer minced words: 

“Three attacks in three days — 
that’s too much it’s high time that 
the government, toe police, the 
courts did something. The task of 
toe government is to assure by all 
means toe security of all its cit- 
izens." 

The government acted quickly 
after the bombings. A sweep thr- 
ough 'nine cities at dawn netted 64 
suspects for questioning, and two 
days later 13 of them, all but one 
of Middle East origin, were exp- 
elled. 

Draconian measures toe rigjit 
might applaud? But too little, too 
late, said most political com- 
mentators. 

After unemployment and imm- 
igration, "insecurite” is the major 
pre-election concern for toe 
French, according to the news 
magazines L’ Express and' Le 
Point, both of which treated the 
subject in recent cover stories. 

Most of the verbal fireworks, 
however, is really squabbling 
about Statistics- 

Socialist Interior Minister Pie- 
rre Joxe, in charge of the 
121,769-strong national police, 
maintains that overall crime and 
delinquency, which climbed ste- 
adily over the past 10 years, has 
now begun to decline. 

Joxe, fighting back against opp- 
osition attacks on his law- 
and -order record, .last week tri- 
umphantly asserted that the ove- 
rall crime rate in 1985 had dro- 
pped by 2.78 per cent. 

“Far the first time we see a drop 
in crime statistics,” Joxe told a 
pre-election rally of Socialist 
Party supporters in toe Parisian 
suburb of Epmay-Sur-Seine. 

He said the figures marked toe 
first real fall in crime for two dec- 
ades aside from a slight dip in 
1976 attributed largely to changes 
in statistical methods. 

Not true, said the right-wing Le 
Figaro, without citing its source. 
‘Between 1984 and 1985 toe 
growth in criminality increased by 
more than 16 per cent." 

Interior ministry sources admit 
that violent crimes — the sort that 
get toe press headlines — have. . 
inceased but insist that overall, 
crime is down. 


The lower crime rate today, one 
source said, resulted from a slow 
but sure response to government 
policies of prevention across the 
board — civics courses in schools, 
community councils against del- 
inquency. better organisation of 
the police force. 

Last year the National Ass- 
embly agreed to modernise Fra- 
nce's outdated police force, add- 
ing five bilEoo francs (S450 mil- 
lion) over five years to the police 
badget to pay for new cars, new 
firearms, computers and better 
officer training. 

Jean -Pierre Bordier. federal 
secretary of the independent Fed- 
eration of Police Unions (FASP), 
told Reuters the Joxe {flan was a 
response to reforms long dem- 
anded by toe police anions, tra- 
ditionally at odds with toe interior 
ministry. 

Bordier praised the 350 cora : 
raunity councils set up in 1981,' 
when the "Socialists took power, to 
prevent delinquency. He said 
petty crime was down by 40 per 
cent in some areas. 

The new government, whether 
left or right, will have to tackle the 
problem of drugs. Bordier said 
adding that half the crimes now- 
committed are by people on drugs 
But the alarming drug statistics 
according to interior ministry sou- 
rces, are themselves an indication 
of increased police attention to ill- 
egal drug traffic. 

To step up toe fight against 
crime, toe right proposes: 

— To dose French borders to 
“populations at high risk" for drug 
traffic, requiring visas for all 
non -European community nat- 
ionals. 

— To establish two- to five-year 
prison terms for drug offenders, 
expelling foreign nationals after 
their release. 

—To authorise random police 
identity checks to pick up illegal 
immigrants. 

The right cites as support for its 
plan for stricter immigration laws 
a prison population that is one- 
quarter immigrant, toe majority 
from North African countries, alt- 
hough immigrants account for I ess 
than five per cent of the overall 
French population. 

The interior ministry insists, 
however, that labelling the North 
African immigrants as largely cri- 
minal is a simplistic formula that 
foments racism. 

Officials also deny that justice 
under the present government is 
lax. The number of people given 
prison sentences under toe Soc- 
ialists increased by eight per cent 
and the nuntoer given life sen- 
tences increased by 44 per cent, 
according to justice ministry sou- 
rces. • 

According to statistics from the 
Centre of Sociological Research 
for the law and investigating pro- 
cedures cited in toe daily Le 
Monde, toe crime rate among 
immigrants or French is virtually 
the same if the same criteria are 
applied — age 17 to 30, male, 
unemployed, no home address, no 
next of km, little education. 

The right plans to institute 
a 25-year jafl penalty without par- 
ole for hemoiis crimes. Some 
right-wing politicians call for the 
re institution of the death penalty, 
outlawed as one of his first acts by 
Socialist President Francois Mit- 
terrand. 

Despite the fury of the electoral 
campaign, two recent polls by Sof- 
res indicate that 67 per cent of the 
French do not blame the gov- 
ernment for fee law-and-order 
situation, 23 percent said they had 
more confidence in the opposition 
to fight against delinquency, but 
48 per cent think there is no dif- 
ference between the two parties. 
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Haiti government wins respite but more trouble Jotims 


By Bernd Debusmann 

Reuter 

PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti - 
Haiti's new leaders have bowed to 
popular pressure and promised 
action against the torturers of toe 
Duvalier dictatorship in an att- 
empt to maintain control over a 
country in ferment. 

Coupled with substantial cuts in 
the price of sugar, fknir and petrol, 
the promise ended widespread 
mob violence as well as a dispute 
within fee government over toe 
thorny problem of how to deal 
with former officials suspected of 
crime and human rights abuses. 

But there is little doubt here 
that the pledge has won only tem- 
porary respite for a government 
which is viewed with suspicion and 
mistrust by many of Haiti’s six mil- 
lion people. 

Alarmed by widespread vio- 
lence and the looting of homes of 
former Duvalier officials, the gov- 
ernment announced last Thursday 
that it would seek the extradition 
erf ousted dictator Jean-Claude 
Duvalier and his hated police 
chief, Albert Pierre. 

Haitians suspected of abuses 
during 28 years of Duvalier famil y 
rule would be brought to justice 
and have their property seized, the 
statement said. 

Popular anger here has been 
focused on members of toe Ton- 


tons Macou tes . the, Duvaiier's pri- 
vate police force which became a 
syittfiol of terror/ In toe days of 
neat' chaos after Duvaiier’s dep- 
arture on February 7, dozens of 
Ton tons were lynched, many of 
them hacked to pieces. 

The announcement cooled 
tempers in Haiti, but the events 
leading up to it raised doubts 
about the government 1 s ability to 
gauge the mood of the country. 

"Haiti is bubbling like a cau- 
ldron," a Western diplomat said. 
"It takes a lot of political skill to 
deal with toe hopes and exp- 
ectations raised by. toe end of the 
Duvalier era. There are a lot erf 
pent up frustations that can turn 
into violence." 

Both toe composition of toe 
five- member council now running 
Haiti and some of its actions have 
fuelled charges that it is bent on 
perpetuating the old order, rather 
than refor ming fee structure of the 
poorest country in toe Western 
Hemisphere. 

"Duvalierism without Duvalier" 
has become a slogan used equally 
by the militant Roman Catholic 
priests who were in toe forefront 
of the auti- Duvalier movement 
and by voodoo leaders who also 
claim to have contributed to the 
dictator's fall. 

Sources dose to the council say 
its three military and two civilian 
members were chosen by Duvalier 


the day he left. With fee exception 
;..of Justice Minister Gerard <3ou~ 
rgue, all serve d--rin senior posts 
under Duvalier. • “ ■ ■ • 
Council member Alix Cineas, 
minister without portfolio in the 
13_-man cabinet, had close ties to 
Duvalier and council adviser Pro- 
sper Avrio was his personal bod- 
yguard. 

Critics say some of fee events 
preceding toe announcement of 
action against Duvalier officials 
prove that many of the men now 
holding power not only sym- 
pathise wife the old regime but axe 
also incompetent and insensitive. 

On the night of February 23, a 
military escort took Albert Pierre 
— who had a reputation for bru- 
tality as police chief — from his 
refuge in thie Brazilian Embassy to 
the airport and put him on a jet 
chartered with government help. 

Pierre’s departure caused wid- • 
espread anger. Justice Minister 
Gourgue com plain ed he had not 
been consulted and said the dec-' 
ision to let him go was “shocking.” 
Three hours after a ceremony 
held to mark the end of the Duv- 
alier era, former secret police 
chief Luc Desir arrived at the int- 
ernational airport with a military 
escort for an Air Fiance flight. 

But his attempt to leave was fru- 
strated by an angry crowd which 
converged on the terminal, alerted 
by a report on the <tourch-run 


radio SoleiL 

T^ipdps fired 'fofo. 'fee air and 
lobbed tear gas grenades to break 
up tire crowd. Desir was whisked 
away to protective custody as fee 
army deployed an armoured per- 
sonnel carrier to protect fee Air 
France plane and chase pro testers 
from the runway. 

Government sources said the 
-incident prompted an emergency 
meeting of the council which tur- 
ned into a shouting match bet- 
■ween Gourgue and his colleagues. 

. The justice- nfeijxter won fee 
day and was given, the go-ahead to 
make a radio statement that Desir 
would be put on trial for torture 
and murder. 

_ "Moreover, the minister of jus- 
tice stands ready to intervene aga- . 
Inst all criminals whom the public * 
will make known,” be said. 

But a . western diplomat -said: 
“That statement came just a little 
too late. The mobs are already on 
fee rampage, out of control.” 
Looters broke into. Desir’s 
■«««e just after dawn on Wed- 
iMsday —starting two days of kx>- 
tmg that spread across the chy and ’ 
forced the government to impose 
a curfew. 

Unrest finally died down after 
another government statement 
pledging action againstformer off- 
icials aad giving notice feat the 
counefl would seek the return of 
both Duvalier and Pierre. ' 


Palme killing may spell end of 
age of innocence for Sweden 

Ro CSinnvt TTuvslmt 


By Simon Haydon 

Reuter 

STOCKHOLM — The killin g of 
Swedish Prime Minister Olof 
Palme, evoking comparisons with 
the assassination of U.S. President 
John F. Kennedy in 1963, could 
spell the end of an idealistic age 
that created a model welfare state. 

As Swedes recover from the ini- 
tial horror of Palme's cold- 
blooded murder last Friday, off- 
icials fear feat fee violent removal 
of the most powerful protagonist 
of social democracy could usher in 
a wave of cynicism. 

Deputy Foreign Miniter Pierre 
Schorl told Reuters in an int- 
erview: "This presents a major 
test for Sweden... Whether we can 
continue to build our society with 
fee same gusto as before, proving 
it was not a solo effort.” 

He said Palme Hked to quote a 
Swedish poet when criticised 
about his low-key security. “Tog- 
ether we build an open city, not 
fortifications." 

“You can call it innocence, bat 
nothing like this has happened to 
Sweden before," Schorl said. 


Bishop of Stockholm Krister 
Stendahl, who lived in the United 
States when Kennedy was killed, 
said Swedes were confused over 
how to cope psychologically with 
^Palme’s murder but feat Swedish 
democracy was deep-rooted. 

Former Austrian Chancellor 
Bruno Kreisky, in a tribute to 
Palme broadcast Monday on Swe- 
dish radio, said “The whole world 
feels his murder in fee same way as 
when Kennedy was shot." 

Kennedy’s death marked a wat- 
ershed in modem U.S. history, 
and Swedish conservative leader 
Ulf Ad el so hn, one of Palme's fie- 
rcest political opponents, said 
after Friday's murder: “Nothing 
in Sweden will ever be toe same 
again." 

One immediate fear is that it 
will destroy an open society in 
which a prime minister can move 
around without bodyguards. 

Foreign Minister Sten And- 
ersson said: "We most make sure 
that our open society is. not tra- 
nsformed into a closed one .by 
far-reaching security measures:.. I 
hope we can still have a society 
where we can take that risk." 

Wife the death of Palme, Swe- 


den has lost the second of its 
post-war architects. Tage . Erl- 
ander, fee social democratic prime 
minister credited with tra- 
nsforming a rural country into a* 
modem industrial state, died last 
year. 

Sweden today has fee world’s 
most extensive welfare state. Its 
popul ati on of 83 million is pam- 
pered by acradle-to-grave system 
financed by taxes which are 
among the highest in fee world. 

Palme’s ruling Social Dem- 
ocrats daring elections last year 
porteayed the conservative opp- 
osition as heartlessly favou ring a 
society where the weak would suf- 
fer. 

The Social Democrats, who 
have ruled Sweden for 47 of fee 
last 53 years, w^re re-elected, wife. 
Palfne moderating hfecampaign to ' 

match a rightward driftin fee nat- ' 

kraal mood by preariung a mes-. 
sage of political and economic 
pragmatism. ' 

Shortly before he died, Palme : 
faced .a minor rebellion, by. gra- 
ssroots leftwingers in the -party ■ 
who.saw him as placing feebuxffen 
of economic recovery on fee wof — 
kers and allowing the richtoreap ' 


huge profits from a booming stock 
market. 

The September election showed 
a trebling erf the vote for fee Swe- 
«Ssh Liberal party, led by .-'toe-: 
yonng and daskfag Bengt- Wcste- 
berg who emphasised social res- 
ponsfcffity without Socialism. 

Schori said it was difficult to 
Predict .fee long-term effects of 
Patae*s tiffing but added feat fee 
fe*Kno «« nation was feat “soc- 

hot give' in to ter- 


iety 
rorism. 

The police have said there is no 
mdicatitm so far who carried out 
the murder. •---••■ 

“We must not- give up oar wiiy 
of . fife,. oar international struggle 

for peace and justice —.fete is the 
feefingfc fee grass rooty of Swe^ 
den now ” Schorisaid. .. ■ > . 

The liberal daily Dagetis Jtyh- 
eter preiScted fee Countiy r couid 
Wiftistand the. .blow of rUhne’s 
; cteath. ^ A wen-fe^anised society 
Ime Sweden’s" will recover its bal- 
,ance even after the terrible ririm* 
'.that -Jta> happened”, it said ■ 

•' Bat 'Stendahl. said, "anger and 
negative feelings’ fouSving 
Palme’s death wr~ ,J 
_time to wear'o^l 




New treaty to save old ox 


Under u new tripartite treaty, small and underfunded conservation 
departments in Kampuchea, Laos and Vietnam ere joining forces to 
x aw the kouprey. a rare wUd ox whose genes could improve modem 
cattle. Bb«beft Scarf is the editor of 'World Wildlife Sews" She 
recently returned from Vietnam where she h’os researching a book on 
the effects of 30 years of war an the Vietnamese environment. - 
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HANOI, Vietnam — Its 
was pskted by prehistoric 
on the walk of their carves, and fcs 
form was carved by toe Khmer 
a die menu temple of 
)r Wat. ffcver captured and 
r on the verge of extinction, the 
'kouprey is me only primitive spe- 
cies of wSd cattle to escape the net 
of science. 

Sightings of this elusive animal, 
which resembles the ox. are rare. 
It is thought drat the work! pop- 
olatkpi conrists of . just 100-200 
UK&vidaal$,aiIof whom roam the 
borderlands between Thailand. 
Kampuchea, Laos and Vietnam. 

and 

K an yg fre * have signed e oon- 
Msvarinatoatysgxsemgtoajozat 
namy gant plm for saving the 
kuupny. 

The wsrinentis the firsttrf its 
. jtypeia ffldnch«a, ^BKl envisions 


the estabUshnacu i of trans-frontier 
reserves sad cooperative anti- 
poachBg measures. It was h&- 
pired by University of Hanoi Pro- 
fessor Vo-Quy, Vkeutm's pre- 
etrratmiaeBt&list, and 
Dr. John Madman, koaprcy 
project leader at the World WD- 
dfife Fuad (WWF). 

The .uokaasrieg object of this 
dfotoofotic adakvement, the kou- 
prey ( Bos sauveli), is no mere aca- 
demic c ari o s ity from the Ple- 
istocene age. Sckatktsi are int- 
erested in its genes, which they see 
as a potential source of desirable 
characteristics — such as disease 
resistance and baldness — which 
could be bred sno strains of dom- 
estic cattle, 

Biologists believe that the kou- 
prey may be inn—im» to rin- 
derpest, an acute contagious viral 
disease which is fatal to domestic 
cattle, if cro s s b re ed ing between 


the kouprey and domestic cattle 
were successful, a hybrid animal 
resistant to this kaUcr disease 
could be developed and stock los- 
ses sharply reduced, especially in 
Africa. 

Declared Kampuchea’s nat- 
ional animal by Prince Stoanouk 
in 1964 .the kouprey first became 
known to science m 1937. Since 
f terr only a Ip yifai of offepi sig- 
htings have been recorded. 

Vietnam has perhaps two sur- 
vivmg kouprey populations tho- 
ught to number no more than 20 in 
total. Late last year an expedition 
of Vkmamcac scientists travelled 
along the Kampuchean border in 
search of one of these groups. 
They found only the horns of a 
specimen which they believe bad 
been shot recently by local hun- 
ters. 

The legendary shyness of the 
creature they were pursuing was 
only one reason for their failure. 
Land mines are strewn through 
this thickly forested region, a fac- 
tor which has hampered wildlife 
research in rainforests throughout 
Indochina. 

Following sightings of several 
kouprey on the Itai/Karapuchean 


border in 1982, a team from the 
Thai Wddkfe Conservation Div- 
ision was dispatched to the area. 
The expedition came to an abrupt 
halt when the team's guide ste- 
pped oa arose. 

All prior attempts by scientists 
to capture a kaupiey in the wfld 
have in failure. A mission 

organised in 1970 by a number of 
mtem&thoal conservation org- 
anisations was cut short by tire 
advent of the monsoon and the 
warm Kampuchea. 

But Professor Pierre Pfeifer, 
formerly president of WWF Fra- 
nce. was ucky enough to obtain 
the only orison^ photo cf a kou- 
prey. His fleeting glance ended 
when the camera shutter dteked, 
and, as he describes it. “she just 
vanished into the trees.” 

.Unless the new treaty puts a 
stop to the bunting of kouprey by 
sokUen and villagers, this shy and 
mysterious animal may be doo- 
med. As the only wild ancestor of 
domestic cattle left unstudied, its 
genetic secrets, and the opp- 
ortunity to use them for stock imp- 
rovement, will perish with it — 
Eanhscan feature. 
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This is thought to be the world’s only photo of the Kouprey, a rare wild 
ox (Photo by Pierre PfdTer — WWT) 


Bar girls worried by Cory’s ‘ pain ’ 
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By Angus MacSwaa 

Rotter 

MANILA — " Manila'** mucous 
red-kgfaLdistikt didn't miss a beat 
m a week that saw a military rev- 
olt, a obfew and a tfictator ousted. 

Now the bar girts are shrugging 
then slim, brown shoulders at Prc- 
sident Gdraron Aquino's offer to 
find them new jobs. 

Cory Aquino has pledged to do 
all she can to discourage the pro- 
stitution which lures tourists to 
Ermita. a noisy, neon-lit strip of 
'girlie bars and beerhouses dubbed 
Ascehtfy by Archbishop Jaime Sin 
as "the fieshpot of the world.*' 

Ar her first press conference as 
president. Aquioo said of the bar 
girts: “Beings woman this has rea- 
lly caused me great pain.” 

She added: “not only women 
but young boysand girts are also in 
this terrible trade so I am going to 
do my very best so that we will be 
able to provide jobs for our 
women -. so they wtII not have to 
resort to this." ' 

A “dancer” at the Bine Hawaii 
bar booked betrayed when given 
the news. . . . 

■ “I voted tor Coiy.Tf I’d known 
she thought that Pd have voted for 
Marcos,” she bellowed above the 
music asalmej^orls id “ 

behin^jheu 
bar." ’ - 7 ’’ ’ • ■ •' ; 

The gal, i7-year-old daughter 
of a black US. marine and a FH- 
ipina from, the mfikaxy town of 
Angeles.- arid J*r family thought 
she was at school in Manila. 

“I can earn plenty of money and 
live wife my friends. If I have ano- 
ther job I would like to be a Bight 
hostess," she said... 

Up the Street — part the Fir- 
ehouse, Bubbles, the Pussycat, 
bevies of prostitutes, tranvestites, 
crippled beggars and ragged chi- 
ldren the view was the same. 

■TU go to the Malacanang (pre- 


sidential palace) myself and say 
1 Mrs. Aquino please don't close 
down the bars.* No foreign tourists 
will come here if there's no girls.” 
said a girl in the black stallion. 

She usedta earn 50 pesos (S2.5) 
a day as a shop girl. As a dancer 
she earns about the same, plus 
commission on any drinks a cus- 
tomer might buy her. 

The bjg money comes if he cho- 
oses xo pay her "bar fine” — 1 50 
pesos (57 15) — to take her out- 
side. After that it’s private bus- 
iness. 

"If the Philippines had any 
money, girts wouldn't have to do 
this,” she said. 

Many of die girls come from 
impoverished families in the pro- 
vinces and send their earnings 
back home. 


Butin the past few years, as the 
Philippines' economic crisis has 
worsened, a number of girls are 
high school or university gra- 
duates who can't find the jobs they 
are qualified to do. 

“After Makati (Manila's fin- 
ancial district), Ermiia is the cou- 
ntry's biggest money earner” said 
one bar manager, a European. 
"Fifty per cent of the tourist trade 
is people coming for the bars and 
the girls. 

“Ail the girls here voted for 
Cbry . But how can they go back to 
earning 600 pesos a month?". 

1 'Look at all the people who live 
off Ermita. There’s five to six tho- 
usand girls. Most of them support 

families. Then there’s the barmen, 
the cigarrctte boys, the flower sel- 
lers —and the owners. It would be 


100,000 people.” 

Ermita — named after a 16th 
century hermit who retreated to 
the district when it was just a sea- 
side village — emerged unscathed 
from the political turmoil of the 
part weeks. 

A boycott of San Miguel beer 
called by Aquino to put pressure 
on Marcos to resign was ignored as 
most of the drinkers here are Eur- 
opean, Japanese and Australian 
tourists and U.S. servicemen. 

A curfew Marcos imposed one 
day before he fled was laughed off. 
Even when shooting erupted on 
the streets business continued as 
usual. 

“ During the trouble the tourists 
couldn't get out because the air- 
port was closed. Where did they 
come? Ermita.’* the manager said. 


Mubarak halts flyover 
which threatened churches 


Japanese children love to ride unicycles 



TOKYO — Although Japan is 
famous for its automobiles, ask 
any group of elementary school 
pupils what's the best way to ride 
in style and they'll likely say one 
thing — unkydes. 

Unicycksare no longer special 
vehicles confined to circus rings. 
More than half a million are in use 
i v Tfcey afe pprziadariy 
with Japanese children, 
one-wheeled contraptions 
not only give children a thrill but 
also attract their adventurous 
minds. 

According to the Japan Uni- 
cycle Association, they began 
their reign on the nation's sch- 
ool grounds about eigh t years ago, 
particularly at the elementary 
level. Some 3,500 elementary 
schools, about a fourth of all ele- 
mentary schools in the country, 
are equipped with unkydes. 

Kyuden Elementary School in 
Tokyo is equipped with 80 uni- 
cycles for 900 children. Two hun- 


dred children have their own at 
home. They have proven to be 
confidence -Guilders says Hiroshi 
Kato, a teacher. "Children enjoy 
practising on them and encourage 
cadi other. Some children have 
become more active after they lea- 
rned how to ride a unicycle." 

It was eight years ago that the 
first unkydes'. appeared at ftp, 
school. Says Kato : ‘ There haven' t 
been any big accidents except for 
the occasional scraped knee or 
elbow." 

Totsuka • Daini Elementary 
School is located in he centre of 
Tokyo. The school* s playgroond is 
made of concrete. Teachers wan- 
ted to give their charges a chance 
to use their entire bodies and also 
get a sense of balance . The answer 
turned out to be 40 unkydes that 
were delivered to the school two 
years ago. 

In less than a month, 50 chi- 
ldren oould ride them. Some of the 


more skilled children can ride and 
bounce a ball at the same time. 
They can also play tag. A unicycle 
makes it possible for children to 
stop suddenly, change direction to 
either side and even run bac- 
kwards. Sometimes they ride hol- 
ding each ofber'sshouldersside by 
side in a line. 

Children get used to hem so 
quickly hat teachers can't really 
keep up. Even hose children who 
hate gymnastics love riding uni- 
cycles, so at some schools hey are 
utilised as one of he physical- 
education courses. 

A unicyde costs from 5,000 yen 
to 20,000 yen (525 to $100). 
There are 19 makers in Japan. A 
spokesman at Miyata Industry 
Co., he largest maker of uni- 
cycles, said here is an increase in 
production of about 10 per cent a 
year, and about 12,000 unicydes 
are produced every month — 
Asahi News Service, Tokyo. 


By Ashraf Found 

Reuter 

| CAIRO — President Hosni Mub- 
i arak has given a small fillip to he 
j Coptic Christian minority in 
| mainly- Muslim Egypt by halting 
i construction of a Cairo flyover 
, which Christian clergy said would 

■ threaten ancient churches. 

; One of he churches which the 
. clerics say was at risk is St. Scr- 

I ghis'.buflt in the fifth century over 
i a cave where tradition holds that 
I Jesus and his mother Mary briefly 

■ lived when they fled to escape pc r- 

■ secution by Herod, he Roman 
, puppet long of Palestine. 

i Nealry 2,000 years later, he 
| need for more road space in 
j traffic-clogged Cairo encroached 
j on St. Sergius', now part of a thr- 
iving tourist area, and he priests 
sounded alarm bells. 

They filed lawsuits last Dec- 
ember seeking to halt construction 
of he flyover, a road bridge on 
which thousands of cars and trucks 
would have rumbled daily close to 
the church. 

Mubarak stepped in last month 
and Cairo city authorities ann- 
ounced he bad approved a pedk. 
estrian bridge, instead ofjfoe ove - '} 
rpass. to protect the churches. 

"We didn't expect the president 
to interfere." said Maurice Sadek, 
a lawyer for he Coptic clergy. 
“That’ s two things he’s done for us 
in 1985.” 

The first was Mubarak's order 
in January last year freeing Pope 
Shenouda. spiritual leader of the 
estimated six million Copts, who 
was stripped of his powers in 1981 
and banished to a desert mon- 
astery by the late President Anwar 
Sadat. 

Sadek told Reuters that Mub- 


arak bad called for formation of a 
committee to study damage so far 
and to oversee repairs. 

The priests believe he pre- 
sident's intervention should at 
least prevent damage already cau- 
sed to St. Sergius' and the cave 
during construction of he fly- 
over's foundations from getting 
any worse. 

"A main pillar holding up the 
church has shifted, making the 
roof lilt," said Faher G hob rial 
Gergis, priest of St. Sergius' . "The 
church could collapse." 

He said the cave, already flo- 
oded with a few inches of water 
before construction began, was 
three-quarters inundated because 
the roadworks forced in artesian 
water. 

Beneath the murky water, cov- 
ered in a salty scum, an old altar 
where services were once con- 
ducted is visible. 

Priests were also worried hat a 
flyover would prevent tourist 
buses and fire-engines reaching 
he area, known as “old Cairo", 
which contains a run-down syn- 
agogue and a Coptic museum as 
well as a dozen old Christian chu- 
rches. 

.Father Marcus Khalil of he 
“Hanging Church”, which dates 
back to the early fourth century 
and is one of the world’s oldest 
Christian places of worship, said a 
flyover would have been out of 
keeping with the area’s character. 

The "Hanging Church" is per- 
ched on the remains of a Roman 
fortress — four cylindrical towers, 
each 13 metres high — and is a site 
for pilgrims as well as tourists. 

Mubarak inaugurated the ref- 
urbished Coptic museum two 
years ago after die government 
spent nearly half a million dollars 
on it. 


Ftencfci H^ib's 


Bravo JTV 


WHEN a good decision is taken It should be praised. This is the way 
I fed. And when the derision comes in response to public demand, 
it deserves stronger applause. 

St was through this corner that 1 expressed the reding of fru- 
stration of many viewers towards JTV’s policy regar ding the late 
shows on its foreign programme channel. At that time programmes 
screened after the news at ten used to be Interrupted by the 11 
O’clock news in Arabic, when only a few minutes were kft before 
the programme ended. 

The foreign channel, now called "Channel Two,” broadcasts 
news in Hebrew, In English and French apart from the main 
Arabic news at 8 O'clock, which Is broadcast on both channels. 

The recent suppression of toe second 12 O’clock Arabic news 
bulleto) Is a source of joy for all viewers of that chann el. It is 
fortunate that JTV took ftfc wise decision . and for this they should 

be thanked. 

And since a compliment never goes alone, I take the opportunity 
to note that the series aad movies screened on Channel Two are 
generally very good . But unfortunately some like Dallas are, in ray 
opinion, lousy, yet I suppose that tills series still has many fans. 

But on the whole, JTV has made a lot of progress. Two remarks 

sdU remain to be made: Watch spelling mistakes in ann- 
ouncements; it is rare that at least erne mistake is not spotted there. 
And finally, watch the pictures of Arab leaders in the news tail- 
letfais; the Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak should not be mixed 
up with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 


Pepper market hots 
up as output fails 


The priic uf pepper hus tripled it: 
»« ej liter in the principal growing 
Cooke reports. 

JAKARTA — For centuries tra- 
ders fought to control the world's 
spice business and to colonise the 
richest spice area of all. the islands 
of the Indonesian archipelago. 

Now a new battle has begun 
over pepper, the most important 
of the spices, accounting for more 
than 4U per cent of total world 
spice trading. Back in the middle 
of 1 y85 the city of New York price 
of a pound of black pepper was t>0 
cents. In mid -February dealers 
were having to pay more than 5-2 a 
pound. 

Consumers complain that the 
present price levels are far too 
high. Producers say that after 
years of low prices they are finally 
making money, and farmers are 
now able to make investments 
necessary to step up production. 

Four countries are responsible 
for the bulk of world pepper pro- 
duction — Brazil. India. Indonesia 
and Malaysia. All four belong to 
the Jakarta-based International 
Pepper Community (IPC) which 
in die face of falling prices in 
mid-1985 decided on a minimum 
export price agreement. 

But the agreement was never 
implemented. Prices suddenly 
surged as a succession of setbacks 
hit pepper production. 

Brazilian production was red- 
uced by heavy rains in 1983 and by 
drought in 1984. In 1985 pro- 
duction in both Indonesia and 
Malaysia was hit by some of the 
heaviest rains in years. Total 
world production fell from its 
usual level of about 130,000 ton- 
nes to around 90.000 tonnes. 

The IPCs executive director. 
Mr. Abdul Gaffar Nasution. says 
it is unlikely that production will 
recover to its former levels for 
several years. Pepper vines take at 
least four years to mature and 
need a great deal of attention. 


six months as the effects <>f bad 
countries nork through. Kieran 


Pepper farmers, almost all of them 
smallholders, have also tended 
over the years to go into more pro- 
fitable crops like cocoa . coffee and 
cloves. 

Before the Second World War. 
Indonesia's pepper production 
was more than 50.000 tonnes. 
Last year it was 41.000 tonnes 
and, after more heavy rains, it will 
probably decline funher to just 
over 30.000 tonnes in 1986. of 
which about 24.000 tonnes will be 
available for export. 

While Mr. Nasution admits that 
present prices are too high, he 
doubts that prices will drop back 
to pre-1983 levels again." At least 
farmers now have the incentive to 
intensify production.” he says, 
adding that there is now money 
available for fertilisers and pes- 
ticides. Mr. Nasution feels that 
eventually prices will stabilise at 
around S 1 .50 per pound for black 
pepper. 

Indonesia exports two types of 
pepper — Lampung Black which 
is grown in southern and central 
Su matra and Muntok White which 
is grown on the island of Bangka 
off the coast of East Sumatra. 
Bangka is also responsible for the 
bulk of Indonesia's tin production 
and with the continuing problems 
besetting the industry, some tin 
producers are turning to pepper as 
a means of survival. 

The bulk of Indonesia’s exports 
goes to the UJS.butatthe moment 
it has no pepper available for exp- 
ort. The Indonesian pepper crop is 
harvested from July to September. 

Brazil has its harvest in the last 
two months of the year. whOe 
India harvests in January and Feb- 
ruary and Malaysia in April and 
May. At present only India has 
any exportable surplus. 

— Financial Times news feature. 


Saving mother’s through contraception 


B^- Malcolm Potts 

THE daily foil of niau»rwnl rigat hs 
docs Dotmake headfines-Bui toe 
numbers involved are equivalent 
to a jumbo jet foil of wom&n cra- 
shing to earth every four or five 
hours, day in, day ouL All are pre- 
gnant. have just given birth or 
have undtargone an abortion. 
Some are still in their teens. 

When poor 4nd illiterate 
women die, hisa poignanttragedy 
for toeir families but in so many 
cases tire tragedy is not even vis- 
ible to the medical services. 

Deaths in childbirth are’bigbest 
where they are least well rec- 
orded. Yet accurate measurement 
of a public heal to problem is a pre- 
requisite to effective action. 

Between 1981 and 1 983 Fa mily 
Health International (FHI), an 
Am e rican research oxgamration, 
conducted population-based sur- 
veys of mat er n a l deaths m the 


and oa the of BaH in 
onesia. Nearly 4JOOO deaths from 
all causes were investigated. 

The maternal mortahty was est- 


imated at 1.9 per 1JX)0 live births 
in Menoufia and 7 2 per 1,000 hi 
Bah. Relative to their population 
and taking in to account the higher 
birth rates, Menoufia had 48 times 
and Bali 75 times as many mat- 
ernal deaths as toe United States. 
Twenty to 25 per cent of all deaths 
of wo men aged 15 -49 in Indonesia 
and Egypt result from pregnancy 
and childbirth. 

This compares with L per cent in 
Western countries, where rep- 
roductive mortality is curbed by a 
comprehensive system of ant- 
cnatal care , medical help with pra- 
ctically every delivery, and the 
iargC-SCale gHmiwiAyn Of high - 
ride groups through the voluntary 
control of childbirth. 

Haemorrhage and obstructed 
labour accounted for most of the 
deaths in toe FHI studies. Tra- 
ining and provision of sfrmrie equ- 
ipment to traditional birth att- 
endants would help reduce the 
death rates. More rends can and 
must be invested to improve clinic 
and hospital facilities. Bnt often 
the caaest and most a ch ievable 
first step is to improve access to 


contraception. 

In Menoufia half toe women 
who died in childbirth were over 
30 and/or had three or more chi- 
ldren. This fits the profile of 
women most likely to adopt oon- 
ttaception and underlines toe 
importance of toe message that in 
such areas roranamity-based and 
private enterprise distribution of 
contraceptives can save fives. 

When toe local druggist sells a 
woman a packet of pills over the 
counter (xn an area where mat- 
ernal mortality is high) he may be 
mote likely to save a human life 
than a specialist obstetrician in a 
developed country working to 
reduce an already low maternal 
mortality. 

lira studies in Egypt and Ind- 
onesia concentrated on areas 
where most deliveries are con- 
ducted by traditional birth atte- 
ndants combined with a relatively 
high prevalence of contraception. 
In Bali, villages are often sep- 
arated by mountainous roads from 
the only two large hospitals on the 
island. In toe delta area of Egypt, 
transport is good and health ser- 


vices more developed. 

While the risks of chQdbirih for 
any individual pregnancy were 
considerably higher in Bali, toe 
total number of women dying in 
relation to the population was 
only slightly higher. The reason 
was that with a lower birth rate the 
□umber of women at risk of death 
was relatively lower, especially for 
those over 30. 

In some parts of the world marry 
maternal deaths are caused by ill- 
egal abortions; in Bangladesh it 
accounts for one quarter of all 
maternal deaths. Contraception 
reduces the number of abortions 
and deaths from abortions, as has 
been demonstrated from the suc- 
cessful expansion of family pla- 
nning services m Chile in the 
1960s and 1970s. 

Clearly, solutions to toe carnage 
■ of maternal deaths do exist. Tra- 
ditional birth attendants can be 
trained to screen high risk patients 
early in pregnancy; a little pla- 
nning can improve transport; and 
immunising a woman against tet- 
anus can help. Women's chances 
improve when they enter pre- 


gnancy reasonably healthy and 
not weakened by, say, anaemia. 
The community must also play a 
role and the family must know that 
they should bring toe women to 
medical services if labour is pro- 
longed. Too many women' arrive 
moribund and beyond help after 
hours or days of fruitless labour. 
Policy-makers may need to set 
new priorities. 

The most important step to 
lowerrag maternal mortality is 
waking up to toe problem and hav- 
ing the will and leadership within 
the community to ralep action. 

Sri Lanka, for example, has a 
lower per capita income than Pak- 
istan, yet its maternal mortality is 
less than in Pakistan because there 
is better use of family planning, 
more emphasis on antenatal care 
and a longer history of concern by 
the public health services — Peo- 
ple News feature. 


Dr. Potts is President of Family 
Health International. North Car- 
olina, USj\. 


Shuttle disaster leaves NASA image in tatters 


By Robert Kearns 


WASHINGTON —‘NASA, 
which for decades seemed to ran 
the U.S. space programme with 
flawless precision, has emerged 
from three days of hearings into 
the space shuttle disaster with its 
image in tatters. 

Presidential commotion cfaa- 
innan WflHam Rogers called the 
^ s deriskm-making process 
‘‘flawed’* and said after listenin g 
to outlines of its drains of com- 
mand fet administrators had mis-, 
sed the forest for all the frees. 

Wh2e :ftey'.busicd thetasolves 
controlling ^ bureaucracy gov- 
erning the omlti-bfltion dollar 


space programme, Rogers told 
them they had forgotten to use 
“good judgment and common 
sense." 

Engineers at Morton Thiokol, 
which built the rocket boosters for 
the shuttle Challenger, opposed 
its January 28 launch, fearing the 
abnormal cold posed a safety risk. 

But their fears apparently rem- 
ained locked in middle-level man- 
agement. Top NASA officials tes- 
tified they were never told, about 
them. 

The launch went ahead and the 
spacecraft exploded 75 seconds 
after takeoff, Itiffing its seven ast- 
ronauts and dcstroymg the 1 .5- 
bflfibn-doltar shuttle. - 

Rogers was exasperated by the 


acronym-laden -world of the spruce 
programme — in which managers 
are classified as “level one” (top 
executives), "level two” (the dep- 
uty directors) and “level three" 
(toe top of the middle-level man- 
agers). 

But the jargon could not dis- 
guise what toe commission saw as 
a key problem — safety fears at 
toe end of the chain of command 
never reached the top, where the 
derision to launch is made at toe 
Kennedy Space Centre "firing 
room.” 

Top ‘‘level two" NAS A affieiak 
testified they were totally in the 
dark about toe safety concerns. 

- Four key “level three” middle 
managers said they either dis- 


agreed with Thiokol’ s safety con- 
cerns or were unaware thatits eng 
ineers remained unanimously 
opposed to a launch even though 
the company's managers deckled 
to go along with it. 

The NASA officials involved in 
the launch derision at toe Mar- 
shall Space Centre in Alabama, 
said they disagreed with the com- 
mission’s conclusion. William 
Lucas, the centre’s director, said 
he thought “it was a sound dec- 
ision to launch.” 

However, his superiors, inc- 
luding former ' shuttle director 
Jesse Moore, testified that if they 
had known toe depth of concern 
felt by Thiokol engineers, toe shu- 
ttle would not have been lau- 


nched. 

“If this were an airplane and I 
just had a two-hour argument with 
Boeing about whether or not the 
wing was going to fall off or not, I 
think I would tell the pilot,” said 
air force Major General Donald 
Kutyna, a commission member. 

Even though the commisison 
must still determine what caused 
the disaster, the prime suspect is 
failure —because of the cold —of 
synthetic rubber rings used to seal 
sections of toe booster rockets. 

Thiokors engineers were con- 
cerned about the rings because 
they had not been tested at -such 
low temperatures and were known 
to become less flexible wherri? was 
cold. 
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2 spectators killed 
at opening of 
Portuguese rally 

ESTORIL, Portugal (R) — The opening section of 
the Portuguese Motor Rally was cancelled Wed- 
nesday after two spectators were killed and about 30 
injured when one of the cars skidded into the crowd 
at a sharp bend, officials said. 

The rally was due to re-start was unhurt. 


later Wednesday from the Estoril 
autodrome near Lsbon. Officials 
said the 153 km opening section 
would be dropped and the con- 
testants would begin the sch- 
eduled second section of the first 
stage. 

A 36-year-old woman and her 
nine-year-old son were killed 
when the car driven by Portugal's 
Joaquim Santos skidded on a win- 
ding tarmac road in the Sintra area 
outside the Portuguese capital, 
ploughing into spectator^ lining 
the route. 

Officials said the spectators spi- 
I ling onto the road had apparently 
caused Santos to lose control. He 


The injured, some of whom 
were in a serious condition, were 
taken to hospitals in Cascais and 
Lisbon. 

It was the worst accident ever 
recorded in the Portuguese rally. 

Wednesday's shortened ope- 
ning stage is now due to fakh in 
the northern town of Fovoa Do 
Varam early Thursday morning. 

Santos was driving a Ford car 
and the Ford team announced it 
was withdrawing from die rally. 

The team issued a communique 
calling for tighter security to keep 
spectators at a safe distance from 
the rally route. 


Canada’s McKoy sets world record 

KOBE. Japan (AP) — Canada's Mark McKoy set a world indoor 
record for the men's 50-metre hurdle Wednesday with, the time of 
6.25 seconds. He broke the previous record of 6.35 seconds set by 
Greg Foster of the United States in 1985. McKees record came 
during the preliminary at the 1986 Internationa] indoor track and 
field Kobe meetinwestem Japan. He placed fourth in the 110- metre 
hurdle at the Los Angeles Olympics. 



Schumacher named for 
W. German squad 


FRANKFURT, West Germany 
(R) — West German team man- 
ager Franz Beckenbauer named 
suspended \ goalkeeper Harald 
“Tom” Schumacher Wednesday 
in his 20-man squad for next 
Wednesday’s international soccer 
friendly against Brazil. 

Schumacher was dealt a dom- 
estic four-match suspension last 
week which would rule him out of 
the Brazfi clash if he loses an app- 
eal against the decision on Thu- 
rsday. 

Beckenbauer named Eike 
TmmffI of Borussia Dortmund and 
UK Stein of Hamburg as his res- 
; forme Frankfurt 
is part of West Ger- 
’s warm-up campaign for the 
1 Cup finals in Mexico. 


Schumacherwas sent off against 
Bayern Munich after giving away 
two penalties by diving at foe feet 
of attackers. 

Beckenbauer watched the 
match and told foe disciplinary 
hearing he thought foe penalties 
were justified. His remarks ang- 
ered Schumacher, who has been 
reported - as saying he is con- 
sidering whether to refuse to play 
in Mexico. 

Schumacher's absence would be 
a blow to Beckenbauer’s World 
Grp hopes, which have already 
been setback by doubts about inj- 
ured striker Rudi Voeller and 
apparently vain efforts to coax 
Bemd Schuster of Barcelona back 
into the side. 


Coetzee signals retirement 

LON DON (R) — Former world heavyweight boxmg champion Ger- 
rie Coetzee of South Africa said Wednesday he did not think he 
would cany on fighting. Coetzee was speaking just over 12 hours 
after he had been knocked out in the first round of his fight with 
Britain's Frank Bruno. Coetzee, who survived only 110 seconds of a 
bout billed as a final eliminator for American Tim Witherspoon’s 
World Boxing Association tide, said: -Tin just very depressed with 
the way foe fight finish ed so quickly and I feel ashamed today. “As 
for my future, I don't think I will cany on fighting. The smart fighter 
knows when to retire and if I cafiy on now I will only become a 
stepping stone for younger men." Coetzee, 30. added: “Bruno is an 
excellent fighter. I've been boxing for 20 years and no-one has done 
what Frank did to me last night.” 


Delighted Robson 
builds bridges 


MONTERREY, Mexico (R) — 
Fn gland soccer manager Bobby 
Robson made his peace in Mexico 
Tuesday night. 

Robson told reporters he was 
“delighted about everything” in 
Monterrey — foe venue of Eng- 
land’s first phase World Cup mat- 
ches. 

After December's draw for foe 
finals, Robson had said Monterrey 
was the city he least liked because 
it was hotter and lower than the 
other sites. 

The remark wounded local sen- 
sibilities with newspapers rem- 
inding readers about England's 
“ animal ” supporters and' asking 
how the English players could 
expect foe support of local fans. 

But Robson, in Mexico to check 
on facilities for his team, also used 
foe visit to do some bridge- 
building. 

He told reporters he and his 
party were looking forward to ret- 
urning on May 25 . six days before 
the tournament starts. 

“We have nothing to complain 
about,” he said. “We have had 
nothing but a great deal of fri- 
endship and hospitality and kin- 
dness.’' 

And referring to Monterrey’s 
soccer team clinching the Mexican 


championship an Saturday for the 
first tune in 40 years Robson said: 
“Last Saturday must have been 
die best football experience you 
have ever bad. 

“Now we just hope you we can 
come and play good football for 
you and be 
,World Cup. 


your team in foe 


In Mexico, as everywhere else 
in the world. English football can- 
not yet divorce itself from foe 
memory of the rioting at the Hey- 
sel Stadium in Brussels which res- 
ulted in 39 deaths. 

Robson he expected bet- 
ween 3.000 and 5,000 English 
fans in Monterrey in June. 

The general hope among British 
diplomats is that foe £2,000 
(S2.900) plus cost of a package 
trip to Mexico .will price the hoo- 
ligans out of the market. 

But the diplomats have had to 
imagine foe unthinka ble worst 
and extra consulate officials are 
being drafted in from London. 

Diplomatic sources said Mex- 
ican and British officials were 
examining ways of keeping known 
trouble-makers out and discussing 
whether fans should be segregated 
— an unnecessary precaution in 
Mexico, usually. 


U.S. NBA roundup 



Algeria and Morocco test their World Cup skills 


By Jean-Loafs Pierrat 

AP sports Writer 

CAIRO, Eg^pt — Algeria and 
Morocco, the two African rep- 
resentatives at this summer’s 
World Cup soccer finals, test their 
skills against the rest of that con- 
tinent's top teams over the next 
two weeks as they try to capture 
the 15 th African Nations Cup beg- 
inning on Friday. 

Jose Faria, the Brazilian coach 
of Morocco, and Rabafa Saadane. 
his Algerian counterpart, both say 
thatvictory in the March 7-21- tou- 
rney will give their players a high 
degree of confidence for the much 


coveted World Cup. be ginning 
May 31 in Mexico. 

Despite foe risk of injuries. 
Algeria, which has never con- 
quered foe African nations crown, 
and Morocco, winner in 1976. 
have called up most of. their top 
players for the tournament, being 
contested in Cairo and Ale- 
xandria. 

There are one or two notable 
absentees. The French club of 
Mulhonse, for example, refused to 
release Algerian striker Salah 
Assad, a member of the side that 
beat mighty West Germany 2-1 in 
a stunning upset during the last 
World Cup injSpain. 


FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor flat in a new villa. Separate entrance 
& garden, two bedrooms, dining-hvlng area and open plan 
kitchen. Independent heating & electricity, colour TV. video, 
automatic washing machine and others. 


Complete first floor furnished apartment with master 
and two other bedrooms, salon, dining and sitting hail. 
Centrally heated. 

Location. Behind Holiday Inn. bO metres from the French 
kindergarten. 

Tel: 676222, 1:30 p.m. - 730 p.m. 


Located in Shmeisani, behind Barq Supermarket. 

Please call 664973 or 777563 


But most of the other leading 
professionals from both teams will 
be 'in Egypt and as a result, foe 
touruaent is expected to attract a 
hoard of soccer “spies” from rival 
World Cup nations, eager to 
watch Algeria and Morocco at 
first band. 

Algeria plays in the same group 
as Brazil. Spam and Northern Ire- 
land. while Poland. Portugal and 
England are Morocco's first round 
opponents in Mexico. 

Morocco will include Merry 
Kriraau. the centre forward of Le 
Havre and Mustapha Haddaoui. 
midfielder of Lausanne Sports. 
Switzerland. Algeria will feature 
Rabah Madjer of Porto and Tedj 
Bensaoula of Le Havre. The Alg- 
erian Soccer Federation also bou- 
ght the contracts of Karim Maroc 
and Fawzi Mansouri who used to 
play for Montpellier. 

Despite their success in pro- 
gressing to Mexico, the road to foe 
less important African nations 


title will not be easy for either of 
the two favoured countries. 

Some players expressed their 
doubts about the fairness of a 
draw that sent Algeria and Mor- 
occo into the same group as Cam- 
eroun. the title holder since 1984, 
and Zambia, while foe less for- 
midable Egypt. Senegal. Ivory 
Coast and Mozambique clashed in 
the other. 

“There is such a difference bet- 
ween the two groups that one must 
be cautious about it.” said Alg- 
eria's Assad. “Soccer has become 
a political weapon. 1 think that 
everything was done in order to 
prevent Egypt from meeting the 
strong teams in the first round.” 

The Egyptian team, known as 
the “Pharaohs.” is now coached 
by a Welshman. John Smith, who 
succeeded Abdou Saleh, fired last 
September because he had not 
been able to qualify his team for 
Mexico. 


coi^ereiSe stendings as WnEugM amKttmn 
set a team record with 21 assists Tuesday night m a 1 2S - 1 z I 

° V Th??J^ks also got a big suppotting pei&rmnce 

Randy Wittraan, who was 12 -for- 15 from the field and scored 
points, and Kevin WflKs, who had 20 points. . .. 

Elsewhere in the NBA, it was New YoA 119, Vattou&oo 833 
Detroit 120, New Jersey 103; Boston 106, Chicago ^DenvCTUS. 
Houston 115; "Los Angeles Clippers 106 , Cleveland 
State 129, San Antonio 126 in overtime; Sacramento 94: Utah 
Portland 102, Indiana 99. . 

Philadelphia coach Matt Guokas and forward Julms Ercng 
impressed with foe Hawks, who are 3-0 against the 76ere tirisser 
and meet them again in Philadelphia Wednesday night. 

“The Hawks show potential to go farther,” Erving said. ... 
have a superstar player in Dominique as the cornerstone and s lot i 
big guys to do foe dirty work.” 

Moses Malone scored 35 points for foe 76ers and Charles Bat 
added 24 points and 16 rebounds after going scoreless in the 
quarter. - 

Kevin Mchale scored 23 points as Boston won its sixth 
-game by outscoring Chicago 29-16 in the third quarter. 

The Bulls, who were led by Charles Oakley with 22 points, l — 
by 1 3 points in foe second quarter, but battled back to tie it 52-52 
halftime. ‘ 

Nuggets 128. Rockets 115. 

Denver pulled within one game of first-place Houston in th? 
midwest division as Alex English scored 25 points and Bill Ha"’ ,n ^ 
and Calvin Natt 21 each. 

Sampson led foe Rockets with 26 points and 12 rebounds. 
Pistons 120, Nets 103. 

Board XI makes slovi 
reply to Pakistanis 



GALLE, Sri Lanka (R) — The Sri 
1 jnka Board President’s XI made 
a slow start to their innings on the 
second day of their three-dity cri- 
cket match against the touring 
Pakistanis on Wednesday. 

At foe close, foe Board XI, rep- 
ly ing to tile tourists’ first inning s 
total of 285 for eight declared, had 
crawled to 52 for one in 32 overs 
with captain- Sumithra War- 
nakulasuriya on 39 not out. 

Earlier, Saleera Malik, leading 
Pakistan in foe absence of five sen- 
iors, slammed three sixes and 
seven fours in an aggressive 106 as 
Pakistan overcame a hesitant 
auraing session. 

Overnight pair Rameez Raja 


and Qasim Omar added just < 
to their overnight 115 for twoj£ 
when Raja was caught TtyRoshaq|| 
Mafaaa anaa at cover on spmnerif 
Don Anurasiri for 58. ' y 

Qasim and Saleem Yousafl 
added 44 together before QasiuP 
was caught by Warnakulasuri^ 
off Anurasiri for a patient 62. 

• « 

Aftef lunch, Wasim Akram 
Zakir Khan were both out( 
but Saleem, batting steadily^ 
found an useful partner in Tauseefl 
and the pair added 59 runs for the^ 
eight wicket before Saleem 
out shortly before tea. g 

Anurasiri finished with threes 
wickets for 72 off 37 overs. ■ 


Crosswords not received 


CENTRAL TENDERS 
No. 34, 35, 36/86 . • 

Construction of the Secondary Schools/ The Sixth 
Education Project. 

The contractors who had been qualified previously for 
the Sixth Education Project and willing to participate 
in the following bids are requested to get bid doc- 
uments from the project directorate, Ministry of Edu- 
cation from 1/3/1986 with the following conditions: 

1 . The Sixth Education Project is partially financed by 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Dev-' 
elopment, and the Islamic Bank for Development, 
the Secondary Schools are divided into two groups 
and these tenders constitute the first group. 

2. Description of the announced tenders:- 

It includes the construction of the Secondary Sch- 
ools at the following sites :- 
No. 34/86 South Marka, Awajan, with an app- 
roximate area of 11342 m 2 . 

No. 35/86 Thanieh (Karak), Mutah (karak) with an 
approximate area of 7940 m 2 . 

No. 36/86 Taf ilah, Wadi Mousa, Al-Hasa with an app- 
roximate area of 13611 m 2 . 

3. Prices of the documents and tender bond-for.each^ 

tender as follows: ' V.- 


Price 
JD 250 


Tender Bond 
JD 25,000 


4. Last date for receiving copy of tender is Saturday 
12.4.1986. 

5. Last date for submission offers is 12 O'clock Sat- 
urday 19.4.1986 at the Department of Government 
Directorate. 

Chairman of tho CafjftaT 
Director of the Government T« 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

Date: 06/03/1986 

Loan No. Zarqa-Ruseifa 

IFB No. 20/86/ME 

1. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a 
loan from Kreditanstalt fuer Wiederaufbau in Deu- 
tsche Marks towards the Zarqa-Ruseifa Water and 
Sewerage Project and it is intended that part of the 
proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible pay- 
ments under the contract (s) for which this IFB has 
been issued. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
bidders in the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
Land Berlin (eligible bidders) for the supply of ope- 
ration and maintenance equipment as follows: 

15 Welding Machines, 10 Jet Gulleys, 10 Wheeled 
Backhoes, 4 Wheeled Loaders, 15 Air Compressors. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further inf- 
ormation from, and. inspect the bidding documents 

- at, the office of the President, Water Authority, Nab- 
lus Street, Jabai Hussein, P.O. Box 2412 Amman, 
Jordan, Tel. 6661 1 1 , Tlx. 22439 WAJ JO. 

4. A complete set of the tender documents may pur- 
chased by any interested eligible bidder on the 
submission of a written application to the above and 
upon payment of a nonnefundable fee of JD 200. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a security of 5% of 
the total bid amount and must be delivered to the 
above office on or before 1200 hours, Jordan local 
time, on April 30th, 1986. 

Eng. M.S. Kllani 
President 
Water Authority 


CONVERSION OF EXISTING 
CONFERENCE HALL INTO THEATRE 


The Ministry of Youth invites qualified specialist int- 
ernational contractors jointly with qualified local con- 
tractors to submit their technical and financial offers 
for the conversion works of the existing conference 
hall of the Royal Cultural Centre into a theatre, in com- 
pliance with the conditions and requirements of the 
Ministry. 

Documents can be obtained from the RCC on the 8th 
March, tiff the 15th of March, 1986. 

Offers should be submitted to the RCC at a date not 
later than 12 noon, Saturday the 3rd May, 1986. 

Minister of Youth. 

P S. Advertising fees will be the responsibility of the 
successful tenderer. 

General Director 
Isam Arida 


MERCEDES CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 280 S, 1982 Champagne colour with air- 
conditioning and other accessories, original metre 
9,000 km. Duty UNPAID. 

For information call the United' Nations; Tel: .668171 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

4th Circle, Jabai Amman. Consisting of 2 bedrooms 
with own garage, telephone, central heating, large - 
garden. 

Phone (770683) between 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Phone (642860) between 7-9 p.m. 


FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT 

A room with modem furniture with a kitchen and bat- 
hroom, colour television, central heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, Villa Rosa Street, opposite Eur- 
opean Community Office. 

Tel: 679521, Amman 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 

Also take-away service 

Open doily: Noon - 3:30 pjn. & 
6:30 pjn. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle, 

opposite to 
AkHah Hospital 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service avalaMe 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 

AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, 
near AMiyyah Girls School 

Take away Is avaflaUa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

DJ. 638968 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers" Housing ' 
Estate, near Kilo 
Superfharket 

Mongolian Barbeque for, 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY. 

Tell 818214 
Come, and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 pm 
6:30 - Midnight 
















Developing countries seek broader 
talks on international monetary reform 
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BUENOS AIRES (R) — The 
Group of 24 (G-24) developing 
n&tiofti, which is cuneady race- 
tog here wants to widen dis- 
cussion on international monetary 
reform this year to deal with debt 
and capital Sows, monetary off- 
icials said Tuesday. 

At the some time, they added, 
the G-24 fc pressing to broaden 
the forum for monetary reform 
talks from the interim committee' 
of foe Interna tiooal Monetary 
Fund (IMF), which is due to meet 
in WaduQgton next April. 

“The developing; nations want 
this reviewed by the development 
committee of the World Bank and 
ttl MMlCSUftboM. 00 
conference within the framework 
of the United Nations,' ’ Mr. Edu- 
ardo ZaMucndo of Argentine _ 
said. ~ 

Mr. Z aM uc nd o, who chairs a 
preparatory meeting which began 
; Monday, .-said monetary reform 
must reflcct development issues 
and tire capital needs of Third 

Worid nations.. 

According to the officials, a 
G-24 report on monetary reform 
is auxentiy being studied by the. 
IMF. boons in parallel with a study 


compiled Last June by the Groop 
of 10 (G-iQ) industrial nations, 
which is also meeting ahead of foe 
ina*yirn committee. 

“While the two groups are dea* 
hog with basically the Same bsues. 
the G-10 does not cover flev- 
ekjpmenta! issues or capital tra- 
nsfers, without which no dis- 
cussion of international reform is 
meaningful,*' World Bank alt- 
ernate executive director. Mr. 
Felix Camrasa, said. 

Mr. Camarasa ako «iairi the 
G-10 had not given priority to the 
question of Third World debt in its 

report, and that the G-24 meeting 
in Buenos Aires had accordingly 
been colled in part to trigger deb- 
ate on fois issue within the context 
of world monetary r efor m. 

However, the officials said the 
G-24 meeting was unlikely to 

make any tough st a t eme nts on the 
Thin! World's $800 bilfion foreign 
debt in view of the differing cha- 
racteristics of Latin American, 
African and Asian debt. 

“Latin America lias a large 
amount of debt owed to private 
banks while African countries are 
large beneficiaries of con- 
cessionary loans and aid." one 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold a gain ct the dollar at midday on 
foe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday- 

One sterling 
One VS. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.4665/75 

1.4160/70 

2.2195/2205 

25Q7mS 

1.8865/75 

45.43/48 

6^250/8300 

1509/1510 

179.40/50 

7J680/1730 

7X3210/60 

82050/2100 

343 JO/344 .00 


US. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 

Swiss fiancs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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fro ml he Carroll Righter institute 

FORECAST FOB TEUiIlSnAY, MARCH 6. ISfifi 
GE NE RA L ibe ' v ari o us - - 
separak^Tdeas of buSSctess" and other practieSfideas and. 

: activities and wait until a more propitious day before 

ycra go after your big goals. 

. . ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Your intuitive perceptions 
should be well combined with your good judgment so- 
thatyou can make daily routines profitable. 

- TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A trip may be necessary 
• . in order to tie up some new deal in which you have ah 
interest, so don't delay th/s. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Look to an expert 
organizer for help In getting your worldly affairs In fine 
" . order- A bigwig can be of assistance. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Deal with 
your associates in a more businesslike fashion and get 
.better results with them. 

LEO (Jui. 22 to Aug. 21) Garner further information 
with regard to activities in which you ore now engaged. 
Avoid heavy traffic while driving Loday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Be with a cheerful friend 
■if you. want to have "a good time and go to the right 
places for recreation. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Tty to please aD who dwell 
- under your roof and show that you are devoted to them. 

. Buy some new appliances for your home. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get into -the same 
pleasures that your partners like and you are appreciated 
more. Answer afl letters, 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You have a 
chance to garner more of the fine things of life today, 
so get busy and do so. Be enthusiastic. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Those who under- 
stand your ambitions can -now give you the boost you 
need in such directions; 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. J9)SiLdown apd figure 
- out .how far you have gotten towards reaching your 
goals. One. who admires you gives fine suggestions. 

PISCES iFeb. 20 lo Mai. 20) Try to decide which of 
your friends like you for yourself and those who are 
merely using you for their gain. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1986 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is a very good day 
to make whatever changes may be necessary in order 
that you gain progress in deciding upon just what your 
long-range plans are. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Seek out older individuals 
wlrose Ideas are different from yours and can do 
something worthwhile for you. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Yqu are inspired how 
to have a more abundant life, so plan it now and put your 
besL ideas to work quickly. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A dynamic partner can 
do something nice for you now since you have rendered' 
a favor in the past, so accept readily. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21).Be happy with the one you 
have been romancing for some time and show that you 
ore devoted to him or her. 

VIRGO (Aug; 22 to Sept. 22) You have work to do at 
home and should complete it before evening and then 
be satisfied with what you have accomplished, 
v- LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Early make appointments 
. - aod keop them on time and get good results thereby. 

'r /Take tame to see dose friendk . 

'-V. SCORPIO (Oct.23 to Nov. 21) A project you had put 
" /asidecan now be picked up again and made profitable 
. i\jti this time. Become more economical 
. ,f - SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Pursue that goal 
- •.'* you had put aside and reach it successfully now to make 
-'.-jyora- tifeeasfer. Socialize this evening, 
r « / CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) By added applica- . 
z 'tiou, you can now rid yourself of some situation that is 
^e^y-Tindtittg. Channel your energies. 

; . ^ 'AQUARIUS (J an 21 to Feb. IS) Although a friend: 

; "dauajly takes too much of your time, listen carefiilly to 
■ iniggeatjons giveB you, They-can be helpful • 

- PlSCESJFeb. 20 to Mar. 20) Gam more prestige by 
handling seme, public duty well and higheryps will be 
’ . appreciative. Avoid overspending on recreation;. /,i^ 


said. 

While the meeting is expected 
to call for new approaches to the 
debt problem it is unlikely to go us 
far as the 11-nation Cartagena 
Group of Latin American debtors, 
which is backing countries that 
unilaterally reduce debt pay- 
ments. 

The G-24 report las [year cal led 
for coresponsflj&ity of debtors and 
creditors, lower interest rates and 
increased global liquidity to tide 
over balance of payments pro- 
blems in debt-ridden countries. 

The officials said that among 
the proposals tabled at this mee- 
ting are for a substantial issue of 
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), 
which up till now has met little 
enthusiasn in the industrial nat- 
ions. 

While the officials ack- 
nowledged its proposals for a gre- 
ater World Bank role in lending to 


debtor countries have been in part 
recognised with the U.S.- 
sponsored Baker plan, several 
countries remain concerned about 
conditionality. 

In particular, they want to avoid 
cross -conditionality between 
World Bank and IMF lending, and 
thereby mamcam the bank's role 
in long- term development ass- 
istance on concessional terms. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary James 
Baker has proposed that banks 
and international lending agencies 
lend 529 billion to developing 
countries in the next three years if 
they agree to implement pro-< 
growth economic policies. 

The preparatory meeting con- 
tinues through Thursday when 
ministers of finance and economy 
gather for a one-day mee ting to 
finalise the G-24 position for the 
April meeting in Washington. 


Cocoa producers, consumers 
disagree on pricing formula 


GENEVA (R) — Talks between 
the world's leading cocoa pro- 
ducers and consumers aimed at 
working out a new price support 
system for the commodity were 
adjourned Wednesday until July, 
delegates sakl. 

Hopes of reaching a price sup- 
port pact to replace the one due to 
expire in September were eff- 
ectively scuppered last week when 
the Ivory Coast, the world's big- 
gest cocoa producer. told the mee- 
ting it would remain outside any 
such agreement. 

Consuming countries then dec- 
lared that they would not agree to 
a pact containing economic con- 
ditions unless the Ivory Coast took 
part. 

The talks, bekl under the aus- 
pices of the United Nations Con- 


ference on Trade and Dev- 
elopment. have failed to end a 
price stalemate between con- 
sumers and producers. 

Consumers want any price- 
support system to start operating 
at a middle point of 100 cents a 
pound while the growers, des- 
perate for higher prices to increase 
income, seek u 120-cent level. 

If no price support system is 
agreed, the current pact is likely to 
be replaced with a purely adm- 
inistrative accord which will have 
no powers to enforce price mov- 
ements for cocoa on world mar- 
kets. 

Wednesday's inconclusive talks 
helped depress cocoa prices on the 
London futures market. Cocoa for 
May delivery lost £39 (S57) a 
tonne to £1,518 (52,370). 


Canada’s major oil provinces 
face ‘unprecedented collapse’ 


MONTREAL (OPECNA) — 
Canada's major ofl producing 
provinces could suffer an unp- 
recedented economic collapse if 
world oil pices continue to dec- 
line . according to industry analysts 
here. 

— They also waraedfoat Canada’s 
energy industry and the country’s 
financial stability could be sev- 
erely affected. 

Canada, although an oil exp- 
orter and one of foe United States’ 
mam crude suppliers, has import 
erode from the Middle East and 
■other sources. 

The Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) reports that the country 
is heavily involved in offshore oil 
development projects, has a dri- 
lling programme in the Beaufort 
Sea in the North Pole region and is 
continually developing tec- 
hnology to improve efforts to ext- 
ract oi from bituminous sands. 

All-these efforts are in dangeras 
oil prices decline, foe analysts 
state. 

■‘Frontier exploration off Can- 
ada will probably, to a large ext- 
ent, become history for three to 
five years at least,” said Mr . James 
Hamilton, an industry analyst 


based in the city of Calgary, a 
major centre in the oil-rich pro- 
vince of Alberta. 

Dome Petroleum, a huge oQ 
company with a troubled financial 
history, is one of several firms fac- 
ing severe problems ahead. 

■ The company's present Value of 
$4 bflfion could be pared down by 
over $700 million if the ofl price 
declines to $15 a barrel. 

KUNA reports Energy Sec- 
retary Patricia Carney as saying 
that Canada is "keeping quite cool 
until we see whether thk is a con- 
trolled parachute jump or a free- 
fall in prices” 

Meanwhile, banks which have, 
lent a high percentage of their ass- 
ests to .the oil industry are bec- 
oming increasingly worried. 

The Royal B ank of Canada is 
said to have lent SI 5 billion to 
Canadian energy and mining 
companies which are now exp- 
eriencing probe 1ms. 

Internationally, both the Royal 
Bank of Canada and the Bank of 
Montreal are facing trouble with 
their heavy outstanding loans to 
oil producers Venezuela and Mex- 
ico, which depend on oil exports to 
stabilise their economies. 


Gulf Arab oil ministers to meet 
on Saturday to coordinate moves 


ABU DHABI (Ageaties) — Oil ministers of the six 
member states In the Gulf Cooperation Council will 
hold an emergency meeting Saturday to discuss the 
sharp fall of ofl prices, the United Arab Emirates 
official news agency WAM said Wednesday, 

In Kuwait, an unidentified oD 
official was meanwhile quoted as 
expressing belief that the unp- 


The meeting will comprise oil 
ministers of Saudi Arabia, Kuw- 
ait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates (UA£). 
The six ministers will discuss "the 
recent development in the oil 
market and coordinate the mem- 
ber states' future oD policy.” 
WAM said. 

The meeting is part of the con- 
tacts and consultations made by 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
member states and with non- 
OPEC oil producer, for joint 
cooperation to regain stability in 
the oil market. 

The contacts aim at defining an 
acceptable share of the market for 
the 13 -nation cartel to help prop 
up deteriorating prices on the 
world market. 

Saudi Arabia. UAE, Kuwait 
and Qatar are members of OPEC. 

OPEC is also scheduled to hold 
an extraordinary meetmg in Gen- 
eva March 1 6. The meeting is exp- 
ected to be expanded later to inc- 
lude oJ ministers of non-OPEC 
countries. 


receded ted drop in the price of 
North Sea oil might help reverse 
the worldwide downward trend. 

The official was commenting on 
the reports that Britain's Brent oil 
had dropped a day earlier to 
SI 1.86 a barrel, down 64 cents 
from Monday and the lowest since 
the non-OPEC European country 
first pumped oil from the North 
Sea in 1975. 

The Qatar News Agency quo- 
ted the official in the Kuwait Pet- 
roleum Corpora lion as saying 
“this can serve the status of 
OPEC, and can help contract the 
perud of low prices and start sen- 
ding them upward again.” 

The official predicted that the 
situation on foe world o3 market 
would start improving by the end 
of the current year. 

Soviet Union may 
import cheap ofi 

Meanwhile, a senior Soviet 


economist said Tuesday that the 
Soviet Union, the world’s biggest 
oil producer, wiH cut the growth 
rate of its ofl output because of low 
world prices and may even import 
crude. 

Mr. Stanislav Schatalin, a mem- 
ber of the Academy of Sciences 
and head of an economic com- 
mittee at the State Planning Off- 
ice, told a press conference in Vie- 
nna that low oil prices were "very 
negative''for the Soviet Union at a 
time of rising production costs. 

"Under these conditions we 
think it would be unprofitable to 
keep the rate of growth of oil pro- 
duction at the present level ... we 
will cut down the rate of growth of 
oil production.” he said. 

One Western diplomat in Mos- 
cow has estimated that foe Soviet 
Union loses S550 million in ann- 
ual foreign exchange earnings 
every time the price falls by SI. 

Mr. Schatalin said foe Soviet 
Lfoion would not "miss this cha- 
nce'* of buying cheap oil if hard 
currency were available to do so 
and if such purchases made eco- 
nomic sense. 

Whether the country imported 
oil or not would depend on the 
relative costs of exports and Soviet 
oil production. 

"We would need hard currency 
in any case." he said, while noting 


that foe Soviet Union was taking 
measures to boost hard currency 
earnings by sales of manufactured 
goods to foe West. 

Mr. Srharalin Mid at one point 
that the Soviet Union intended to 
maintain the volume of its oil exp- 
orts to foe West and East, alt- 
hough be later said: "I would say 

it would be impossible to keep up 
the current level of exports." 

He noted: "We did not fulfil the 

plan of oil production in foe 
(1981-1985) five-year plan and 
we fell short quite considerably.” 

Kremlin chief, Mr. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, has criticised the poor 
record of the Soviet ofl industry as 
pan of his drive to inject new life 
into the country's economy. 

But Mr. .Schatalin said the Sov- 
iet Union would be producing an 
annual 700 million tonnes of oil by 
the year 2000. a figure that com- 
pares with production of 613 mil- 
lion tonnes in 1984. 

This would be sufficient for 
home consumption and exports, 
he said without elaborating. 

Asked if foe Soviet Union might 
cut its oil exports in order to help 
OPEC support prices. Mr. Sch- 
atalin said he would be "imp- 
rovising” if he attempted to ans- 
wer foe question. 


France gains from lower dollar, oil prices 


PARIS — The unexpected bon- 
anza of falting oil prices and the 
decline in foe dollar means that 
this is likely to be foe best year for 
foe French economy since at least 
I97y. 

France, with virtually no energy 
resources of its own. was one of 
foe industrialised countries worst 
bit by foe two oil shocks. By the 
seme token, it is one of foe first to 
gain from foe downward slide in 
both oil prices and foe dollar. 

The government, private eco- 
nomic institutes and industry are 
thus all revising their forecasts on 
foe basis of a more optimistic out- 
look for inflation, foe balance of 
payments and economic growth. 
The major question mark remains 
over growth. 

Prime Minister Laurent Fabius 
has said that real Gross National 
Product (GNP)could rise this year 
by 2.5-three per cent, compared 
with the 1.8 per cent included in 
the 1986 budget estimates. 

Mr. Jacques Plassard, the head 
of the private forecasting institute 
lpecode , believes that 25 per cent 
is "credible." 

The major note of caution over 
growth comes from foe Org- 
anisation for Economic Coo- 
peration and Development which 
is assessing the deflationary con- 
sequences for industrialised cou- 
ntries of the potentially sharp drop 
in imports from oil-producing nat- 
ions. As France has been one of 
foe major exporters of capital 
goods and armaments to foe Org- 
an cation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) group, French 
industry will be among the worst 
hit. 

At the same lime, French exp- 
orts — and hence growth — will 
suffer from the greater difficulty 
that European manufacturers will 


have in competing in the US. and 
dollar-denominated areas. 

Reflecting this more negative 
side of foe picture, Peugeot, the 
privately-owned motor group, 
expects to see a foil in sales to the 
Uis.as weUasto Iran and Nigeria. 

But in polky terms, the overall 
brighter economic outlook will 
provide much more elbow room 
for whatever government takes 
office after March's parliamentary 
elections. 

Until recently, the opposition 
feared that ir would come to 
power at a time when economic 
activity was slowing down and 
when its programme of der- 
egulation and tax cuts risked tri- 
ggering off a further rise in inf- 
lation and a widening of the trade 
deficit. 

A successor government is now 
likely to be in a more comfortable 
position, with more room to man- - 
oeuvre over exchange rate policy, 
foe budget deficit and wage set- 
tlements. 

All this means, as President 
Francois Mitterrand wryly com- 
mented recently, that foe Soc- 
ialists could have done with ano- 
ther six months before facing foe 
electorate to reap foe fruits of 
both then: own anti-inflationary 
policies and of a far more fav- 
ourable external environment. 

Mr. Jacques Bourgeois, director 
of economic studies at the Bipe, 
cxie .of the leading private for- 
ecasting institutes, speaks of foe 
impact of recent events on foe 
French economy as "an oil shock 
in reverse.” 

In December foe average cost 
of French imports of ofl was still 
S28 a band with foe dollar being 
traded at an average exchange 
rate of FFr7.70 (FFr8.99 for 1 985 
as a whole). The barrel has now 


sunk below S20 and foe dollar sli- 
pped to about FFr7.40. 

The 1986 budget was built on 
foe assumption of a barrel of ofl at 
S26 and an exchange rate of FFr9 
to the dollar. The government is 
revising its calculations on foe 
basis of an oil price of 521 and an 
exchange rate of FFr7 JO. 

The most immediate savings are 
in France's trade account where a 
potential oil bill this year of about 
FFr180 billion will be cut by 
FFr60 billion. 

Some of that gain will be lost 
through a lower- chan -anticipated 
level of exports and through hig- 
her economic growth picking in 
more imports. But government 
officials expect that the net gain to 
foe trade account will be about 
FFr40-50 billion. 

Thus the Bipe, which had exp- 
ected a further trade deficit this 
year of FFr9 billion- after foe 
FFr24 billion deficit in both 1984 
and 1985, now anticipates a trade 
surplus of between FFr30-40 bil- 
lion this year, with a current acc- 
ount surplus of around FFr50 bil- 
lion. 

France has now been in such a 
comfortable external position in 
more than a decade. It is all foe 
more welcome in that the sharp 
cut in the French oil bill coincides 
with a worsening of foe trade bal- 
ance in manufactured goods, ref- 
lecting a loss of competitivity by 
French industry and which would 
have put a brake on any attempts 
by the conservatives to run a hig- 
her growth rate after March. 

The second immediate effect 
will be to reduce the French inf- 
lation rate by a further percentage 
point, largely because of foe wei- 
ghting given to ofl in foe price 
index. 

Both Bipe and lpecode believe 


that French inflation could decline 
to rhree-percentor less by the end 
of foe year — even if they do not 
share Mr. Fabius 1 s optimism it 
could come down to a rate of two 
per cent. 

More difficult to calculate is foe 
impact on the growth rate. .The 
further decline in inflation should 
leave w^ge earners with a windfall 
gain in purchasing power as wage 
settlements this year are averaging 
an increase of three to four per 
cent. 

This will boost internal demand 
and activity. At the same time, 
industry will gain from foe cut in 
energy prices and foe cost of imp- 
orted raw materials. 

Against this, some growth will 
he drained off by the loss of export 
sales to OPEC countries and foe 
dollar area. But a growth rate of 
25 per cent would still be foe best 
France has achieved since 1979. 

French companies, which were 
already beginning to take a rosier 
picture of prospects for sales and 
profitability, are now in an even 
more buoyant mood. 

Mr. AJbert Meriin, head of the 
economic unit at Saint Gobain, 
foe glass, pipes and engineering 
group, calls foe fall in the ofl price 
and foe dollar "an excellent aff- 
air." 

He says that it will help cat costs 
in a way that will give ‘ 'a little push 
to investment, which we need." 

But he gives a warning that the 
high indebtedness of French com- 
panies will continue to be a drag 
on investment for some years. 

The Bipe believes that foe imp- 
rovement in the current account 
surplus could postpone the need 
for a devaluation after March. It 
also thinks that a new government 
will no longer be forced into rai- 
sing social security contributions- 


Peanuts 


: MERE'S THE (jJ0RU7 UJAR I 
FLYING ACE CONRNEP 
! TO 6£P WITH THE TERRIBLE ; 
FLU OF 19ld... 


THE BEAUTIFUL FRENCH 
UJAITRES5 FROM A NEARBY 
CAFE NA5 BEEN TAKING 
CARE OF ME... 



BONJOUR, MON5IEOR .. I 
HAVE FOR YOU A 
PIECE OF MAIL... 


HOU NICE ...A 
*‘6ET WELL* CARD 
FROM THE RED BARON { 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


MUTT. NOU REMEMBER 
MV GIRL SHEILA X 

went wrrw -c-C yeh 

EIGHTEEN YEARS 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



'Winter must be coming, the stores have 
all their new summer clothes in/' 


Andy Capp 





WE LOST AGAIN 
PET. I THINK I'LL 
STOP PLAYING FUR 
THIS SHAMBLES 
AND LOOK AROUND 
FOR A REALLY 
RRST- CUSS TEAM ) £□ 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
» by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ELBIG 



r 

□ 




INFAL 




_ 

J 


SI 

HRUPE 1 


m 

m 

■ 





LAIHNE 



mm 


HE STOOPS 
LOW BECAUSE 
HE'S ANX/ODS 
TO DO THIS, 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: X X Xj ( 1 X I 3 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BATHE POKER 


(Answers tomorrow) 
QUORUM STUCCO 


Answer: What a duck hunter might be— 
A -'QUACK" SHOT 











World news 


JORDAN TIMES, 


Aquino meets with freed 
Co mmunis t rebel leaders 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Two alleged leaders 
of die Communist rasurgency and two purported 
members of an assassination team that fought the 
Fer dinan d Marcos government were freed from pri- 
son Wednesday. 


Three of them then met with 
President Corazon Aquino, who 
apologised for the delay in their 
release. Presidential Spokesman 
Rene Saguisag said. 

Mrs. Aquino has promised to 
free all political prisoners when 
she took over last week after Mar- 
cos fled into exile. 

The men released Wednesday 
included Jose Maria Sison, the all- 
eged founder and chairman of the 
Communist Party of the Phi- 
lippines, and Beraabe Buscayno, 
alias Commander Dante, alleged 
former chief of the guerrilla New 
People’s Array. 

The others were Ruben Alegre 
and Alexander Birondo, both des- 
cribed as alleged members of the 
rebel assassination team. 

' The decision to free the four 
rebels came over the objections of 
Mrs. Aquino's top military adv- 
isers. 

Jo vitn Salonga, who heads a 
presidential panel on good gov- 
ernment, signed the release order 
following a meeting attended by 
Defence Minister Juan Ponce Enr- 
ile and Gen. Fidel Ramos, the 
armed forces chief of staff. 

Saguisag described the meeting 
as “a candid, cordial and vigorous 
exchange of views." 

Saguisag said Mr. EnriJe and 
Gen. Ramos “said the release of 
all detainees could reinforce the 
insurgency, that the military might 
lose its initiative because what’s 
the point in capturing (rebels) if 
they would be released later.” 


Buscayno was arrested in Aug- 
ust 1976, Sison in November 1977 
and the others in the past two 
years. 

Saguisag said Sison was rel- 
eased to tiie custody of attorney 
Joker Arroyo, Mrs. Aquino's exe- 
cutive secretary and Buscayno to 
the custody of Dona Aurora Aqu- 
ino. her mother-in-law. 

He said Alegre and Birondo 
were being released into the cus- 
tody of national assemblyman 
Augusta Sanchez. 

The only condition of their rel- 
ease was that they not “return to 
the hills" to fight the government. 

“We are saying that all of them 
went to the hills because they were 
all opposed to Marcos." Saguisag 
said. 

Saguisag said releasing them 
into the custody of specific ind- 
ividuals was a way to encourage 
them to comply with the sole con- 
dition of their release. 

“At least in a moral sense we 
believe that that will also make it 
harder for those concerned not to 
conqriy ” be said. 

Saguisag also said the new gov- 
ernment was “receiving feelers for 
dialogue" with the insurgency and 
had formed a co rami tee to study 
the matter. 

Between 400 and 500 other pol- 
itical prisoners have already been 
cleared for release by the new 
government. It was not known 
how many of these have actually 
been freed so far. 

Saguisag said the status of bet- 


2 confess part in Aquino 
murder, implicate Marcos 


MANILA. Philippines (AP) — 
The court chat acquitted former 
military chief Gen. Fabian Ver 
2 nd 25 o tilers of assassinating 
opposition leader Benigno Aqu- 
ino will resign, the Philippine 
News Agency said Wednesday. 

The report came hours after an 
attorney in the case said two of the 
accused have confessed and imp- 
licated deposed President Fer- 
dinand Marcos, his wife and four 
other former high officials in the 
1983 slaying of the man whose 
widow now rules the country. 

None of tile nine justices on the 
tribunal, which normally handles 
cases of government graft and cor- 


ruption. could be located for 
comment. 

President Corazon Aquino has 
asked all officials of the Marcos 
government, including judges, to 
resign. 

PNA said the court' s presiding 
justice. Manuel Paraaran. called 
the court's other justices to a mee- 
ting Wednesday where they all 
agreed to hand their resignations- 

Paraaran beaded the three - 
member division that acquitted 
Gen. Ver and the others last Dec. 
2 after throwing out the main evi- 
dence gadiered by a civiliarfboard 
that investigated the ass- 
assination. 


Tamil rebels kidnap 100 
Sri Lankan village officials 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil sep- 
aratist guerrillas Wednesday kid- 
napped about 100 village officials 
in Sri Lanka's northern Jaffna city, 
residents said. 

They said the officials, known as 
Grama Sevakas, were walking to 
the miKtary base at Jaffna Fort to 
meet the northern security forces 
commander when guerrillas for- 
ced them into vans and drove 
away. 

No reason was given for the 
abductions. But residents said the 
guerrillas opposed any dialogue 
between the officials, who were all 
Tamils, and militar y authori ties . 

The guerrillas are fi ghting for a 
separate state for Sri Lanka's 
minority Tamil community. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman 
in Colombo said authorities were 
checking the reported kid- 
nappmgs. 


The abductions came as the Ind- 
ian High (tatnmission in Colombo 
denied newspaper reports here 
that an Indian naval craft had hel- 
ped guerrillas get away after they 
attacked a Sri Lankan naval unit 
on an island off Jaffna. 

The state-run daily news said 
one guerrilla was killed on Mon- 
day Mien fishermen fired at rebels 
who harassed them. 

It quoted a National Security 
Ministry spokesman as saying: 
"“What was significant about this 
incident is that the rest of the gang 
swam to an Indian craft bearing 
the marking L-17. This was not a 
fishing vessel.” 

Other press reports identified 
the vessel as an Indian naval craft. 

An In dian High Commission 
spokesman denied the allegation, 
saying: “Our naval ships remain 
wjthin our territorial waters.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES COHEN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

Oisns TnBuna MaOK 3amcea. me. 


ween 100 and 200 others people 
convicted of common crimes but 
listed by human rights org- 
anisations as political detainees 
was also discussed at the meeting. 

Earlier in the day. Mis. Aquino 
paid her first visit as president to 
Malacanang Palace, the opulent 
executive mansion that Marcos 
abandoned last week when be fled 
into exile. 

“It looks like a hotel.” Mrs. 
Aquino said as die climbed the 
stairs of the white, two-storey res- 
idence. 

Except for an Associated Press 
photographer, journalists were 
barred from the three -hour tour 
that took Mrs. Aquino and a party 
of cabinet members and aides into 
the living quarters of the 
Spanish -colonial palace on Man- 
ila's Pasig River. . 

Atone point she waved from an 
upstairs window at tourists wan- 
dering about the palace grounds, 
which were closed to the public 
during Marcos' 20-year rule. 

Meanwhile, the chairman of a 
US. House Subcommittee on 
Asia was preparing to meet with 
the new president and tell her the 
United States should help her 
government recover assets 
Marcos dramed from the Phi- 
lippme. 

Representative Stephen Solarz, 
who arrived late Tuesday, also 
said he had a message from House 
Speaker Thomas “Tip" O’Neill, 
who reportedly plans to invite 
Mrs. Aquino to address the U.S. 
Congress. 

Mrs. Aquino has said she plans 
to use Malacanang as an office but 
would not live there because such 
luxurious surroundings are ina- 
ppropriate for the leader of an 
impoverished nation. 

Botha’s 
Namibia offer 
greeted with 
scepticism 

WINDHOEK. Namibia (South 
West Africa) (R) — Bitterly div- 
ided political leaders in Namibia 
displayed rare unanimity Wed- 
nesday in discounting South Afr- 
ica’s latest offer for ending its ill- 
egal rule in the disputed territory. 

South .African President P.W. 
Botha told parliament in Cape 
Town Tuesday that a long- 
delayed United Nations plan for 
independence in the vast desert 
region should be set in motion on 
Aug. 1. 

But he announced no bre- 
akthrough cm the major problem 
blocking independence — Pre- 
toria’s long-standing demand that 
some 35,000 Cuban troops pull 
out of Namibia’s neighbour Ang- 
ola before South Africa leaves the 
mineral-rich territory. 

Dirk Mudge, a leader of die int- 
erim Namibian government ins- 
talled by Pretoria last June despite 
world condemnation,' told Reuters 
the latest move was likely to go the 
same way as previous failed att- 
empts at a solution. 

“I have seen it all before. I don't 
think this will lead anywhere," he 
said. 

His government’s main ant- 
agonist, the South West Africa 
Peoples Organisation (SWAPO), 
which has been fighting a 20- 
year-old guerrilla war in tire reg- 
ion, said Mr. Botha was trying to 
shift the blame for lack of progress 
on to Angola. 

Mr. Botha said that before his 
proposed implementation of the 
1978 U.N. Security Council Res- 
olution 435, “a firm and sat- 
isfactory" accord most be readied 
on removmg the Cuban con- 
tingent, which has been helping 
Luanda’s government in a bitter 
civil war since independence from 
Portugal in 1975. 


Opponents 
believe 
Botha’s 
decision is 
an empty 
gesture 

CAPE TOWN (R) — President 
P.W. Botha's decision to lift eme- 
rgency rule in South Africa was 
given only a cautious welcome 
Wednesday by government critics, 
who fear it may be an empty ges- 
ture. 

Left-wing and right-wing opp- 
onents of the ruling National Party 
said there was no evidence to sup- 
port Mr. Botha’s assertion Tue- 
sday that anti-government pro- 
tests in black townships was dec- 
reasing. 

“It can be seen that the Lifting of 
the' emergency has little to do with 
changes in the security situation 
but is primarily designed to ach- 
ieve a diplomatic objective." said 
the liberal Cape Times in an edi- 
torial Wednesday, accusing Mr. 
Botha of m akin g cosmetic ann- 
ouncements to please world opi- 
nion. 

“The great danger is that Pre- 
sident Botha may now seek to leg- 
islate to entrench more sweeping 
security powers in the permanent 
law of the land.” it said. 

.“In his remarks yesterday the 


Lomeiko: Palme was killed 
for his political beliefs 


MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet For- 
eign Ministry spokesman said 
Wednesday that Swedish Prime 
Minister Olof Palme was killed for 
his political views, especially his 
firm stand on disarmament. 

Vla dimir Lomeiko, writing in 
the weekly Lileraturaaya Gazeta 
(literary gazette), called Mr. 
Palme one of the West’s foremost 
statesmen and a man of new pol- 
itical ideas. 

He said future generations 
would compare Palme, ass- 
assinated last Friday night in Sto- 
ckholm by an unidentified gun- 
man, with Indian leader Indira 
Gandhi and US. civil rights Cam- 
paigner Martin Luther King. 

Mr. Lomeiko said Mr. Palme 
had welcomed Soviet leader Mik- 
hail Gorbachev's latest arms pro- 
posals and was firmly committed 
to ridding die world of nuclear 
arms. 

“They killed Palme because 
they feared die ‘strength of his 
example. He was shot for his 
dream of a world without arms, of 
trust between peoples," Mr. Lom- 
eiko wrote. 

Immidiately after Mr. Palme's 
death, the Soviet media began 
publishing articles hinting there 
was a CIA connection in Mr. 
Palme’s death. 


The murder of Mr. Palme last 
Friday bore a striking res- 
emblance to the country's last 
major political assassination, that 
of Kmg Gustav IH in 1792 . a Swe- 
dish writer said Tuesday. 

“There are many uncanny sim- 
ilarities,” TV producer Olle 
Hager, co-author of a study of the 
king’s murder, told reporters. 

Both men were shot just before 
1 1 30 on a Friday night with spe- 
cial ballets intended to cause the 
greatest possible injury. 

King Gustav was murdered on 
March 16. 1792, at a masked ball 
in Stockholm’s Opera House. Mr. 
P alme was gunned down on Feb. 
28 after seeing a film, the Brothers 
‘ Mozart, set in the 18th century. 

The kmg. murdered as a result 
of a conspiracy by his nobles, dis- 
regarded a warning that there was 
a plot to kill him and went to the 
fateful ball unprotected. Mr. 
Palme was without his bodyguards 
when the unknown killer struck. 

Hager said the two victims also 
had certain personal qualities in 
common. A contemporary des- 
cribed King Gustav as a man “of 
great genius and wit. cunning and 
political shrewdness.'* cha- 
racteristics also ascribed to Mr. 
Palme. 


his intention. If so, the lifting of 
the emergency is an empty ges- 
ture.” 

Promising to lift the emergency 
in a speech to parliament, Mr. 
Botha also said his goyerament 
would propose new legislation to 
maintain law and order, a sug- 
gestion that caused dismay among 
civil rights groups. 

“Mr. Botha’s suggestion that he 
needs to increase the already too- 
sweeping powers of the state fills 
us with apprehension." said the 
Detainees' Parents Support 
Committee, a group that monitors 
detention without trial. 

Politicians to the left of the gov- 
ernment urged it to release all det- 
ainees — not just those held under 
the emergency — and to withdraw 
troops from black townships, to 
abolish apartheid and to lift bans 
on organisations such as the Afr- 
ican National Congress guerrilla 
group. 

Government supporters urged 
blades who had called for an end 
to the emergency to abandon vio- 
lence and negotiate. “The onus is 
now on those people and groups to 
show that they were right.” a state 
radio commentary said Wed- 
nesday. 

The extreme right-wing white 
Conservative Party criticised the 
lifting of the emergency, referring 
To continued violence and gue- 
rrilla operations. 

“By lifting the state of eme- 
rgency. the state president is cre- 
ating the false impression that the 
security position in the country 
has improved, while the rev- 
olutionaries are in fact busy sha- 
rpening their onslaught." said 
party spokesman Louis The- 
unissen. 

Meanwhile a black woman was 
killed when a hand grenade was 
buried into a house and two black 
men died in separate incidents as 
violence continued overnight in 
South Africa, police said. 

The renewed violence came 
only hours after Mr. Botha said 
the unrest in the oountry had cal- 
med sufficiently for the state of 
emergency to be lifted, probably 
on Friday. 

A police spokesman said die 
grenade was thrown into a house i 
in Atteridgeyille tow nship near i 
Pretoria kming the woman and 
injuring two men. 

He said that one man was killed 
and four others injured when pol- 
ice used shotguns to disperse a 
crowd after vehicles were petrol- 
bombed at Kanana. near Orkney 
in the western Transvaal. 


Pakistanis doubt Indian pledge 
not to attack atomic plants 


AVOID THE PROBLEM 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
«XJ 
1052 
Q J6 

* A 10832 

WEST EAST 

*653 *2 

TJ T Q 987 6 

v K 1092 0 8753 

* Q9764 * K J 5 

SOUTH 

* AQI09874 
7AS43 

O A 4 

* Void 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 ♦ 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

3 

Pass 

3 ♦ 

Pass 

4 0 

Pass 

5 ♦ 

Pass 

6 4 

Pass 

Pam 

Pass 

Opening lend: Jach of C. 



It is all very well to have enough 
tricks for your contract. You have 
to be sure that you can take them 
safely. 

The point of interest in the auc- 
tion is North's preference to three 
spades. He did not want to dampen 
South's ardor by bidding three no 
trump with two honors in his part- 
ner's first-bid suit, and no other 
rhoice made sense. The final con- 
tract of six spades was eminently 
reasonable. 

West led the jack of hearts and 
declarer could count 11 tricks 


— seven spades, two hearts, and the 
two minor suit aces. A 1 2th trick 
could be established in diamonds, 
but there was a problem. 

it looked as if West's opening 
lead might be a singleton. If 
declarer drew two rounds of trumps 
before playing on diamonds, he 
would have to rely on a diamond 
finesse for bis fulfilling trick, 
because dummy would be entry less. 
And if he went after a second dia- 
mond trick immediately by playing 
ace and another, he could run into a 
ruff. 

Declarer found a pretty solution. 
He won the ace of hearts, cashed 
the ace of diamonds and then 
emered dummy with a trump. On 
the ace of dubs he stuffed his low 
diamond, then he led the queen of 
diamonds for a ruffing finesse. Barr- 
ing a freak distribution, his contracL 
was safe. 

If East had the king of diamonds 
and covered, declarer would ruff, 
enter dummy with the remaining 
trump and discard a heart loser on 
the jack of diamonds. Thus, declarer 
would lose only one heart trick. 
Similarly, if East played low, 
declarer would stuff a heart and, IT 
West produced the king, the jack of 
diamonds for a ruffing finesse. Bar- 
ring a freak distribution, his con- 
tract was safe- 

the danger hand, in this case East, 
off lead. The technical name for this 
type of play is an “avoidance." 


China jails Soviet hijacker 


PEKING (R) — A court in the 
north east Chinese city erf Harbin 
has jailed a Soviet hijacker for 
eight years, but a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wednesday declined 
to discuss his motive or the pos- 
sibility of extradition. 

Shamil GadjiOgfyAIimuradov, 
33. was found guilty Tuesday of 
unlawful seizure of an aircraft. 

Alinmradov, co-pilot of an 
Antonov-24 aircraft cm a dom- 
estic Aeroflot flight on Dec. 19 
last year, forced the plane to land 
on a rough airstrip m the north 
Chinese province of Heilongjiang. 
The plane and the other 42 people 
on board were returned to the 
Soviet Union ahnostimznediately. 

Asked at a press conference 
what the motive for the hi judring 
was or whether it was likely Alj- 
mnradov would be extradited to 
the Soviet Union to serve part of 
the sentence, the Chinese spo- 
kesman would only say; “No 
co mment ’ ’ 

But he said Afimmadov had the 
right to appeal against the sen- 
tence. 

China has ignored a Soviet req- 
uest for die hq acker’s extradition, 
but East European sources said 


they thought it was likely he would 
be sent back to the Soviet Union, 
periiaps later this year. 

The sources said Alimuradov 
was believed to be from the Aze- 
rbaydhan region of the Soviet 
Union. 

Western diplomats said eight 
years seemed to be a reasonably 
light sentence, but they pointed i 
out that no one was reported hurt 
in the incident. 

“They perhaps took into acc- 
ount the fact that he is a for- 
eigner,” said one diplomat. “But 
eight years in a Chinese prison 
would not be pleasant." 

Five Chinese youth were exe- 
cuted in 1983 after they attempted 
to hijack a plane on a domestic 
Chinese flight. Several passengers 
and crew members were injured in 
that incident during which a large 
hole was blown in the side of the 
aircraft. 

Two Soviet consular officials 
from Peking were allowed to obs- 
erve the trial Tuesday, but Soviet 
sources in Peking said they had 
not been allowed contact with 
Afiimiradov in spite of repeated 
requests. 


ISLAMABAD (R) •- Almost 
three-quarters erf all P akistanis 
doubt recent Indian promises not 
to attack Islamabad's nuclear fac- 
ilities, accord mg to an opinion poll 
published here Wednesday. 

But fears about a war in the near 
future between P akistan and 
India, which have fought three 
times since 1947. have receded 
following a summit between the 
two nations in December, the Pak- 
istan Institute of Public Opinion 
(PIPO) said. 

PIPO said 71 per cent of the 
people polled did not trust the 
promise made by In dian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi when he 
and President Mohammd Zia U1 
Haq pledged not to attack each 
otheris nuclear plants. 

But the New Delhi meeting 
calmed some fears about a war 
between the neighbours. Only 15 
per cent of those polled last month 
rated the chances of a conflict as 
very high compared with 26 per 
cent surveyed just before the Dec. 
17 meeting. 

Respondents ruling out any war 


VIVA! 

By Roma Sckmidl 


rose from 14 per cent in Dec- 
ember to 24 per cent in February, 
PIPO said. 

Respondents interviewed in 
100 cities and towns all over Pak- 
istan strongly supported more 
trade and freedom of movement 
between the two countries- 

PIPO said 72 per cent favoured 
more trade, 70 per cent wanted 
more tourism and 67 percent sup- 
ported student exchanges. 

But only 54 per cent wanted 
exchanges of radio and television 
prog ra m mes, 45 per cent sup- 
ported visits by cultural groups 
and 40 percent said Indian movies 
should be in^orted. 

Indian films are technically ill- 
egal in Pakistan but are widely 
available and popular on vid- 
eocassettes. 

PIPO did not interpret the rel- 
uctance to accept more cultural 
exchanges with India. 

Many conservative religious 
groups in Muslim Pakistan object 
to opening the door to what they 
consider unislamic influences 
from mainly Hindu India. 


-CPIliMNSg&g 

Angry man bites off policeman’s ear 

CAPE TOWN (R) — A South African motorist 08 * 

S^nSse^L afit of rage has been 
Periodic imprisonment. Edward John 

ear offjSterSn wfll serve his prison sentence at weekends so 
that be can keep his job. 

Valuables recovered from Soviet ship 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) — Navy divers Wedn^day 
recovered two safes containing passengers. viduaWes 
sunken Soviet finer Mikhail Lermontov, the ships agents smd. 
The strongboxes were to be transported to Wellington and ope- 
ned within the next few days in the presence of Soviet officials, 
ship’s agents and the government receiver of wrecks. If s uoss. 
managing director of the travel company CTC. the ship s agents, 
said tiie safes contained passengers’ valuables and jewellery. He 
did not know their value nor their condition. Dive rs meanwhile 
continued to search for the body of Soviet crewman PavelZag- 
lyadimov, who is presumed to have drowned when the 20,00Q-ion 
Lsoer sank. 

Campaign to save toads squashed on roads 

LONDON (R) — British motorists are being urged to “heto a- 
toad across tiie road” to step an annual squelch under tyres of an - 
es tima ted 20 tonnes of toads. The campaign, coordinated by the 
British Fauna and Flora Preservation Society, began this week 
with road signs going up in nearly 200 places round Britain 
warning motorists to take care of toads migrating across roatfcthis 
spring. The society is selling bumper-tar stickers. with the cam- 
paign slogan “help a toad across the road.” 

Trial of ‘clockwork orange gang 9 starts 

• " ■ ■- • . -'i 

ROME (R) — Fifty-nine people known as the “clockwork orange 
pang ” because of their alleged brutality went on trial on charges 
including mbbery 7 rape and kidnapping. The gang co mmitted 700 
robberies in wealthy northern suburbs of Rome between 1979 
and 1 983, snatching jewels and other valuables worth S10 million,, 
according to the prosecution. Italian newspapers dubbed them 
"the clockwork orange gang ”, after the novel by British author 
Anthony Burgess, because of their callous, often gratuitous vio- 
lence. A group of three men usually-laid in wait for wealthy 
couples re turning home in the early hours and forced them at 
gunpoint to hand over valuables. In several cases gang members 

raped or slaved tiie faces of victims, according to the prosecution. 

Rim producers, actors and actresses, singers and spoilsmen were 
among the gang’s victims. ' , 

Raids on 'black economy 9 nets $ 13.8m 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Assets worth nearly $14 milli on we re 
seized in three months during raids on the country’s thriving 
'‘blade economy,” tiie Indian Parliament was told. Minister of 
State for Finance Janardhan Poo j ary said large amounts of cash 
and jewels were among the hidden assets Worth 166.4 million 
rupees ($ 13 .8 million) seized in 1 ,777 raids convicted from Nov- 
ember thmng h January -He said aptfrprities also recovered for- 
eign currency notes worth S5TJfSO0. A recent stuffy by the Nat- 
ional Institute of Public Finance and Policy said so-called “black 
money” totalled about $30 billion last year; the equivalent of 
one -fifth of India’s gross national product - 
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fitted by Herb Etteason 


ACROSS 
1 Mobile 
platforms 
6 Practice lor 
■ bout 

10 Marsh bird 
14 Bernhardt 

19 Crate's capital 

20 Abode 

21 Architect 
Christopher 

22 Cognizant 

23 Open a bottle 

24 Peak 

25 First place 

26 Nursemaids 

27 Stony laces 
29 MoriecftBdran 

31 Adam — 

32 Free 

34 Br. award 

35 Appfedrinks 
38 Mutfle 

DOWN 

1 Run before 
i the wind 

2 “Citizen — " 

3 Penman 
Indian 

4 Sponger 

5 MiHtary 
engineers 

6 Ladd movie 

7 Explosive 
sounds 

8 Soul: Fr. 

9 A Harrison 

10 More sugary 

11 Decree 

12 Hollow steins 

13 ABancroH 

14 Dune 

15 Arouse 

18 Rajah's wtte 

17 Rumanian city 

18 Dame Myra 

28 Commercials 


39 Airline 
customer 

43 Regions 

44 Calcareous 
matter 

45 Maple genus 

46 Notable lime 

47 Patsy 

48 Water barrier 

49 “When! 
was — 

50 lion's den 

51 Tenntnate 

52 Envies 

53 Arabian gulf 

54 Coll iron 

55 More cowardly 

57 Eggs 

58 —of Iran 

59 Worse than 
C.W. Grafton's 
phrase 


29 Fla. county 

30 WaR-known 

32 Fr. playwright 

33 Fare schedule 
35 Cautious 

38 Pressed 

37 Unread mall 

38 Defied 
38 Look over 

40 Returning 
empty 

41 SMp'i jail 

42 Maneuverable 

44 Cut 

45 Fermented 
brew 

48 Debase 

49 Eden resident 

50 Gain knowledge 

52 Musical pieces 

53 A Gardner 

54 Reporter's 
question 


65 Autocrat 

86 Wrath 

67 Dead as a — 

69 Social 

engagements 

71 Football play 

73 Gr. market- 
places 

75 Genetic 
letters 

76 Atop 

77 Broom color 

78 Fr. philoso- 
pher 

79 Regimen 

80 High rock 

81 Bog down 

82 Counties 

84 Shore 

85 Place In 
bondage 

87 Sowed 


56 Certain beam 

57 —ota kind 

58 Norwegian 
loast 

60 Clue 

61 A Camey 

62 Loved 

63 Centers 

64 Describing 
succession 

68 Rotating 
machine 

69 Lavish 

a tl action 

70 Eng. river 

71 Unadulterated 

72 Utilize 

73 Stage whisper 

74 Pierced with 
shorn 

77 Stream 
79 Two radii 
61 Strands 


Diagramlos* 

ACROSS 
1 Easy task 
5 Breathe 
convulsively 
9 Brtslie: pref. 

10 Region 

11 Not so good 

13 Smile 
scornfully 

14 Gunpowder 
ingredient 

16 David or Jack 

17 Russ, see 
20 Mr. Cassini 

2 Raucous sound 
23 Rum cake 

□OWN 

1 Wind dir. 

2 Claude's light 
Invention 

3 IL town 

4 Colt's weapon 

5 Abundantly 

6 Revolted 

7 Chair 

8 Strike softly 

12 Conger catcher 

13 Seasoned 
sauce 


21 X 19. br Neil McCarthy 


24 Helen's 
mother 

25 Motored 

28 Minute 
quantity 

27 Impetuous 

29 Journal 

30 Coarse hominy 

31 Cagors'org. 

32 Sicilian city 

33 Guido's note 

34 Stringed 
Instrument 

36 Tablet 

37 Extent 


15 Forlillcstion 

16 Plant life 

17 Hum [Bate 

IB Tax assessment 

18 Large snake 

21 Bunsen's 
Invention 

22 Stigmatize 
25 Shoreol song 
28 Codfish's' 

relative 

28 Tait's device 


38 Operated 

40 Stadium sound 

41 Literary 
monogram 

44 Scratch out 

45 Grad. deg. 

47 Sketched 

48 Swine-like 
ungulate 

49 Wine 

51 Ivy League 
school 

52 Object pettUy 

53 Anchor 

55 Long river 


35 Com unit 

37 Culinary herb 

38 Motet 

39 Fleet 

41 Plant seed 

42 Beauty 

43 Sugary 

44 Carries on 

46 Renewing 

47 NobeTs 
creation 

48 Records 


88 Hunting dog 

89 "Maid of 
Athens, — ws 
part-" 

90 Attired 

91 Suds 

92 Wanted words 
96 Sharpshooters 

100 Pedro's pal 

101 — vault 

102 Equal 

104 Gaze rudely 

105 Ream 

106 Eiemally 

107 Tied 

108 Uncanny 

109 heavenly 
bodes 

110 Cherry and 
cerise 

.111 Conflicts 
112 Eve or Enoch 


82 Tennis players 
at times 

83 Goddess 
ol youth 

84 Saltiake 

88 Accountant's 
concern 

87 Want to sea 

88 Large snake 

90 Mitt 

91 Brake and 
osmund 

92 Crowlike bids 

93 Give off 

94 Opera heroine 

95 Copycat 

96 Forest 
creature 

1 97 Playground 

98 Great Lake 

99 Observed 

102 Church seat 

103 A Gabor 


56 Stared 
open-mouthed 

57 Something 
that rums 

58 DU 

59 Commandment 
name 

60 Royal domain 

62 Components 

63 France^ 
neighbor 

65 Fog frost 

66 Grafted; Her. 

67 Eur. river 

68 Ridge of rock 


50 Musical sounds 
52 Swivel wheel 
54 McCormick's 

invention 

56 Singer Eydle 
59 Domestic 
61 Kegler’s 
alley 

82 Player lor 
64 StifMhaped 
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Last Week’s Cryptograms 

1. Heartless hostess hovers over hearty eater until be leaves only a little over 
half full. 

2. Trendy octogenarian sold heirloom antimacassars to young nostalgia l»it 
then bought wide water bed. 

3. Jacuzzi" a swirling matron just charmed and puzzled gaping water 
enthnoiast. 

4. Tall forest ranger spots Ere in poor eagle’s nest. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. CACZ SB V TZNO IBNLABY GLTZY GABPE FLHZ- 

FO ELYVBNS VMZ IMLFE-FLHZ. YGZZV VF B K- 

SZN AX TLNVBABY QCE EZTAVZE XQKLFO 

—By Alvin 8. Leber 

2. KCTS E-HUG V A B C F Q EVl! MOB ID QK V U- 
GEVIBCF EQ LUVUTS E MOBZN NBQQ HVKL E 

ZABTI - -By Martha P. Germer 

3. EWDR EZOWRD “HA2BN OUS TUY RUfl ELUN-. 
WHO" FXYLWHE E L If NX Y HU A STT, RUR FSTTt 

—By Barbara J. Rcgg 

4. CA1YZFBR SILVER V'AI. FUEIK UFBKN PM IK 

CAFYIHRZKH LMI EFPIA «AVNT SILVEEZY 
FA,IL — By Ed Hoddlesaa 
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